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Application for Habitat Bank Site



	Planning and Development 
Ashford Borough Council, 
International House, 
Dover Place, 
Ashford, 
Kent, 
TN23 1HU
	




Email: planning.enquiries@ashord.gov.uk
Telephone: 01233 331111
Website: www.ashford.gov.uk 




Publication on Local Planning Authority websites

Information provided on this form and in supporting documents may be published on the authority's planning register and website. Please ensure that the information you submit is accurate and correct and does not include personal or sensitive information. If you require any further clarification, please contact the Local Planning Authority directly.


	1. APPLICANT NAME AND ADDRESS


	1.1 Title:

	

	1.2 First Name:

	

	1.3 Last Name:

	

	1.4 Company: (optional)
	

	1.5 Address:




	

	1.6 Postcode:

	

	1.7 Telephone:

	

	1.8 Email:

	


	
	2. LANDOWNER(S) NAME AND ADDRESS


	2.1 Is the applicant also the sole freehold landowner?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	
	If ‘Yes’, continue to question 2.12

	2.2 Title 

	

	2.3 First Name:

	

	2.4 Last Name:

	

	2.5 Company: (optional)
	

	2.6 Address:




	

	2.7 Postcode:

	

	2.8 Telephone:

	

	2.9 Email:

	

	2.10 Other freehold landowner(s)
	Please include details of all known landowners.






	[bookmark: _Hlk192861417]2.11 Are all freehold landowner(s) aware of this submission?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	2.12 Has HM Land Registry information been provided?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐



	3. SOLICITOR DETAILS (if known)


	3.1 Title

	

	3.2 First Name:

	

	3.3 Last Name:

	

	3.4 Company:
 
	

	3.5 Address:




	





	3.4 Postcode:

	

	3.5 Telephone:

	

	3.6 Email:

	



	4. SITE DETAILS


	4.1 Site Address: 



	





	4.2 Easting and Northings: 
(Use centre of site)
	Easting:
	Northing:

	4.3 Site Area (ha):

	

	4.14 Has a site location map been provided? 

	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk192837508]The site map should be drawn at 1:1250 scale (or 1:2500 for larger sites); include a north arrow; and show adjoining land in the same ownership as the site being submitted outlined in blue.

	4.5 Site Description:

	






	4.6 Is the site fully located within Ashford Borough?

	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	
	If ‘Yes’, continue to question 4.9

	4.7 What other Local Authority area(s) is the site located in?
	

	4.8 Have the other Local Authority area(s) been contacted?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	
	If ‘Yes’, provide case officer name (if known)

	4.9 What parish(es) is the site located within?
	

	4.10 What National Character Area(s) is the site located in?
	

	4.11 Are there any known existing tenancy / leasehold agreements?

	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	
	If ‘Yes’, provide details (or reference to an accompanying document) of any known tenancy and/or leasehold agreements that would prohibit habitat management works over the 30-year period?

	4.12 Are there any other known land interests?

	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	
	If ‘Yes’, provide details (or reference to an accompanying document) of any known approvals, licences, or permissions that would prohibit the habitat management works over the 30-year period? 

	4.11 Planning history:

	Provide details of any relevant planning applications 







	5. HABITAT BANK PROPOSAL


	5.1 Has a valid Biodiversity Metric been submitted? (v.4.1)
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	5.2 Pre-development Metric Habitat Values:
	What are the baseline habitat values for each of the following habitat types?

	
	Area 
Habitats
	BU
	Linear Habitats
	BU

	
	Watercourse Habitats
	BU
	Total
	BU

	5.3 Post-development Metric Habitat Values:
	What are the baseline habitat values for each of the following habitat types?

	
	Area Habitats
	BU
	Linear Habitats
	BU

	
	Watercourse Habitats
	BU
	Total
	BU

	5.4 Net-Gain Metric Habitat Values:
	What are the net increases in habitat values for each of the following habitat types?

	
	Area Habitats
	BU
	Linear Habitats
	BU

	
	Watercourse Habitats
	BU
	Total
	BU

	5.5 Pre and post-development habitat maps


	The site maps should be drawn at 1:1250 scale (or 1:2500 for larger sites); include a north arrow; and show the location and extent of all habitats as listed in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric.

	5.6 Are there any irreplaceable habitats?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	
	If ‘No’, continue to question 5.8

	5.7 Has a compensation plan been submitted?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	5.8 How are the best outcomes for nature being met?
	[bookmark: _Hlk192837828]Provide a statement (or reference to an accompanying document) explaining how the proposed habitat strategy will achieve best outcomes for nature. Where possible, reference should be made to the Kent & Medway Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS).

	5.9 Are there any other known environmental constraints?

	[bookmark: _Hlk192837929]Provide a statement (or reference to an accompanying document) of any known soil, hydrological or land contamination issues that would prevent achieving the stated target condition(s) of habitats?

	5.10 Any other biodiversity and or environmental surveys?
	Provide a list any other biodiversity surveys / studies that are relevant to the creation and/or enhancement of the habitat bank proposals




	6. HABITAT BANK DELIVERY


	6.1 Are the freehold landowner(s) and any leaseholders prepared to enter into a S106 agreement(s)?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	6.2 Are habitat works proposed to be implemented upfront in full or in phases? 
	Full
	☐
	Phase
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	
	Confirmation on whether all works to deliver the Habitat Bank will be undertaken and then trigger the 30-year period for the whole land or whether there will be phased implementation.  Phased implementation will mean different 30-year periods for different parcels of land and may require additional S106 agreements and monitoring fees to be paid.

	6.3 Has a Habitat Management & Monitoring Plan (HMMP) been submitted?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	6.4 Is it intended to stack other types of environmental ‘units’ on site i.e. additionality?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	
	If ‘No’, continue to question 6.6

	6.5 What other type of ‘environmental units and/or credits’ are being considered?
	Nutrient Neutrality
	☐
	Carbon Sequestration 
	☐

	
	Other

	☐
	

	6.6 Will any planning consents be required? i.e. highway access / storage buildings?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	
	If ‘Yes’, provide further details of what consents will be required.

	6.7 Demonstration of competence?
	Provide a confirmation (or reference to an accompanying document) of qualification, membership, experience, and skills of individuals to undertake surveys, make habitat management recommendations; and oversee delivery of habitat creation and/or enhancements.

	6.8 Has a business model and/or evidence of cash flow, proof of funds been submitted?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐



	7. BIODIVERSITY UNITS AVAILABILITY


	7.1 Will the Habitat Bank be registered on Natural England’s Biodiversity Gain Sites Register?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	7.2 Will all of the ‘Biodiversity Units’ be made available for market sale?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	7.3 Will the ‘Biodiversity Units’ be available for development outside of Ashford or NCA?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	7.4 Will ‘fractions’ of Biodiversity Units be available for sale?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	7.5 Will any of the ‘Biodiversity Units’ be reserved for personal allocation?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐

	7.6 Will the Habitat Bank be registered on the Kent Sites Register?

	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐
	Don’t Know
	☐



	8. SITE VISITS


	Sites that are submitted may be visited by ABC or Kent Ecological Advice Service (Kent EAS) officers as part of the assessment of the proposed Habitat Bank site. In identifying such a site, you are giving permission for an officer of the Council to access the site in order to ascertain site suitability.

	8.1 Are there any access / safety issues that would prevent officers undertaking an unaccompanied visit?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	8.2 If ‘YES’, please provide the details of who should be contacted to arrange a site visit.
	



	9. HABITAT BANK ASSESSMENT, S106 AND MONITORING FEES


	The Habitat Bank Application Service is being offered on a ‘cost recovery’ basis. 

Applicants will be invoiced for the officer time taken to process and assess the suitability and deliverability of the habitat bank proposal; including for any costs incurred by consultant external consultants where specialist expertise are required. 

Withdrawn applications will still be invoiced for the time spent assessing the application until notification of withdrawal is received in writing by the Council. 

Hourly ABC officer rates are published on Habitat Banks webpage

	9.1 Are the applicant(s) / landowner(s) prepared to pay all Council costs for the assessment of the Habitat Bank proposal?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	9.2 Are the landowner(s) prepared to pay the legal fees of both parties for drafting a S106 agreement?
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐

	9.3 Are the applicant(s) / landowner(s) prepared to pay all future Habitat Bank management and monitoring fees? 
	Yes
	☐
	No
	☐




	10. DECLARATION

	By submitting this form, you are confirming that, to the best of your knowledge, any facts stated are true and accurate and any opinions given are the genuine opinions of the person(s) giving them.


	PRINT NAME:

	

	SIGNATURE:

	

	DATE:

	





Please Note: A final invoice will be prepared on completion of the assessment work undertaken in association with the habitat bank proposal. 
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