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1.1

1.2

ASHFORD CYCLING STRATEGY

Introduction

This document has been written to provide a strategy for cycling in the town of Ashford.
However, this is envisaged as a starting point and will discuss future extensions of routes
out into more rural areas, as highlighted in the future proposed routes section.

Why Promote Cycling?

Cycling has numerous benefits for the community in Ashford and the rest of the County.
The growth of Ashford has obvious implications for congestion and levels of pollution,
making sustainable methods of travel such as cycling and walking extremely important.
There is growing evidence associating active travel such as walking and cycling to both
work and school has positive benefits for both health and well-being.

Cycling and walking to school allows children to learn important life skills as well as
providing vital additional exercise. In addition, the infrastructure required to enable
people to walk and cycle safely benefits the whole community and, when well-designed,
make the environment a more pleasant place to live.

Recent evidence suggests that ... “Risk decreases the more people cycle...” ie the more
people cycle, the safer cycling becomes; (Cycling Info, June 2008).

Policy Background: How Does Ashford’s Cycling Strategy Fit in with Kent’s Local
Transport Plan?

As part of the Local Transport Plan (LTP) for Kent, the priorities for attention highlighted
amongst local communities were the following:

Accessibility & Social Inclusion
Sustainable Regeneration
Environment

Congestion

Road maintenance

YV V. V V V V

Integration, Interchange and Improvement of and between different modes of public
transport and

A\

Solving school run problems

Local residents attended focus groups where they expressed that the absence of
alternatives to car use was a real barrier to switching to public transport. It was also felt
that parents taking children to school in cars was one of the major factors contributing to
road congestion problems. Local people in Ashford want cheaper fares, easier access to
other modes of public transport and improved coverage of destinations, including getting
to and from work and local schools.
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1.3

A funding allocation exercise was held with both Stakeholders and Residents in Kent
regarding prioritisation of investment and it was expressed that integration of transport
modes should be prioritised according to local needs ie routes to work and schools and
avoiding congestion.

One of the main objectives of Kent’s LTP is to improve the health of its residents. This is
an ideal opportunity for the promotion of Ashford’s Cycling Strategy, to provide clearer,
improved cycle routes to work, schools and other local amenities. This would also
encourage people to cycle to work instead of using cars, and thus help to reduce
congestion and pollution in the area and promote regular exercise. This draft Strategy
will be formulated together with East Kent’s Cycling and Walking Officer for the NHS at
Ashford & Shepway to ensure the health benefits of Cycling and Walking routes are
promoted.

Where Does Cycling fit into Ashford’s Transport Strategy?

In March 2001, Ashford was identified as one of four main growth areas in the South
East, leading to extensive technical studies and a stakeholder and community
consultation exercise which, in late 2002, culminated in a recommendation for Ashford
growth targets of an additional 31,000 homes and 28,000 jobs by 2031. These targets
were carried through into the Government’s Sustainable Communities Plan of February
2003 (and formalised through alteration to the Regional Planning Guidance for the South
East, RPG9 July 2004).

From 2003, Ashford’s Future Partnership undertook an extensive consultation and
master-planning exercise, including transport studies. It developed a detailed vision for
Ashford’s Future which was laid out in the Greater Ashford Development Framework
(GADF, April 2005), a comprehensive masterplan for the development of the Ashford
urban area to 2031. This vision has been detailed in Ashford Borough Council’s Local
Development Framework Core Strategy, and informs associated documents such as
Area Action Plans, the Ashford’s Future Programme for Development and the Transport
Strategy for Ashford (November 2006).

The Transport Strategy sets out a vision to achieve a significant shift away from car use
by maximising use of public transport, walking and cycling. This is a crucial aspect of
delivering a ‘compact model’ for Ashford’s growth as identified in the GADF masterplan.
The latest Ashford’s Future Programme for Development (September 2008) lists
‘improved walking and cycling connections in and around the town’ and ‘develop options
for a new pedestrian and cycle bridge linking the town centre to new developments to the
south of the railway’ amongst its key priorities for 2008-11. This is the context within
which this new Cycling Strategy Sits.

This Strategy also aims to tie in with the Town Centre Area Action Plan (TCAAP) for
Ashford, incorporating some of its aims and aspirations for the improvement of existing
and creation of new strategic routes such as the Learning Link. This will encourage
working partnerships between Ashford’s Future and Kent County Council to ensure new

5
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1.4

1.5

developments include new cycle and walking routes and provide accessible links
throughout the town of Ashford. Further information on the TCAAP is available from
Ashford’s Future or the Ashford Borough Council website.

How does this Strategy fit in with the Countryside Access Improvement Plan
(CAIP)?

The Countryside Access Improvement Plan is a 10-year Strategy for improving access to
the countryside based on local and national research and covers the years 2007 — 2017.
This plan, as with the Ashford Cycling Strategy, has involved much consultation with
organisations outside of Kent County Council, as well as members of the public.

The first aim of the CAIP is to determine whether the present public rights of way in Kent
meet the current and future needs of the public. The Ashford Cycling Strategy similarly
provides a commitment to investigate the current and future needs of cyclists. This
document has also been developed in conjunction with local organisations and the public
to ensure any future plans for routes and cycle parking etc are needed, user-friendly and
accessible. All new routes and projects are discussed in conjunction with members of
the CAIP to ensure connectivity been cycle routes and public rights of way.

Increasing opportunities for leisure and exercise is another main focus of the CAIP, as it
is for the Ashford Cycling Strategy. All new routes are developed with commuting and
links to leisure routes in mind — for example the proposed Butterfly Network will use
existing strategic routes and National Cycle Route 18 to expand further trails out into
woodland areas and link villages further out in rural areas of the Ashford Borough to
Ashford Town Centre. KHS is also working on partnership projects such as the ‘Bike to
Work Challenge’ to encourage more people to cycle to and from work and with the local
PCT to develop calorie maps which will be promoted to local businesses to help improve
the health and well-being of local residents and workers in the Ashford Area.

As with the CAIP, KHS plans all new cycle facilities and routes with accessibility in mind
and consults with the relevant local accessibility groups and the public to ensure these
needs are incorporated into new cycle infrastructure and routes.

Progress To-date:
e Levels of Cycling:

There is evidence, from four automated cycle counters, that there has been an
increase in average yearly cycling figures, as illustrated in Figure 1. For 2006-07
there was an average 13.3% increase in cycling figures.
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Figure 1: Average Yearly Cycle Counts in Ashford, Kent.

In Bike It schools there has been an increase in the average number of children
choosing to travel by bike. Figure 2 illustrates the increase in the average number of
children cycling to school everyday, a 77% increase.

The number of children who cycled to school everyday
before and after Bike It in Ashford 2007/08.
0 Post, 164

160
140
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100

Number of Children

Figure 2: The number of children who cycle to school everyday before and after Bike
It in Ashford 2007/08.
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Cycling to Work:

The recorded trends for commuters help to determine numbers of people cycling in the
area. In 2004 there were over 40,000 commuters in Ashford, with over 24,000
commuting at distances of less than 10 km:

Distances Travelled to Work
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Source: ‘Travel to Work Distances (2001 Census); Last up-dated 18 November 2004
from the Office for National Statistics

Over 5,500 of those commuting up to 10 km chose walking or cycling to get to work. However
over 29,000 people in Ashford used their cars to get to work.

Many new developments are currently being planned in Ashford, for example, Cheeseman’s
Green, Waterbrook and Sevington to the south and south-east of Ashford and Park Farm and
Chilmington to the south and south-west of Ashford. Cheeseman’s Green will produce
approximately 4,300 dwellings and at least 1,475 additional jobs are planned for in the
combined area by 2021. With these areas being expanded to accommodate new residential and
business units, new links to leisure and sustainable transport routes will become even more
important. With more people coming into the town the demand on the local transport systems
will greatly increase and we mean to address and reduce the pressure on these systems by
improving and maintaining Ashford’s Cycling and Walking Networks and endeavouring to make
these a healthier, more attractive, more pleasurable alternative to car travel.
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Modes of Travel to Work

Ashford South East England

All People (Persons) 73,012 5,766,307 35,532,091
Works mainly at or from home (Persons) 5,541 386,302 2,055,224
Underground, metro, light rail or tram (Persons 53 8,949 709,386
Train (Persons) 2,620 218,822 950,023
Bus, minibus or coach (Persons) 1,409 169,312 1,685,361
Taxi or minicab (Persons) 143 16,032 116,503
Driving a car or van (Persons) 29,466, 2,301,493 12,324,166
Passenger in a car or van (Persons) 3,171 219,850 1,370,685
Motorcycle, scooter or moped (Persons) 428 43,731 249,456
Bicycle (Persons) 1,330 119,315 634,588
On foot (Persons) 4,483 385,450 2,241,901
Other (Persons) 228 19,500 104,205
Not currently working (Persons) 24,140 1,877,551 13,090,593

Source: 2001 Census’; Last up-dated 18 November 2004
From the Office for National Statistics

According to the above statistics, Ashford’s figures show percentage of people using the bike to
travel to and from work to be around 2% of the total trips to work, whilst those travelling on foot
are around 6%. These figures appear to be the same as the national average.

However, it is the intention of this Cycling Strategy to increase these figures significantly via
promotion of Ashford’s Cycling and Walking Networks, ensuring new routes constructed are
accessible, promoted via the Ashford Cycle Map and marketting the routes generally via the
Ashford Cycling and Walking Forum and engaging with the local community and businesses.

TARGETS:
e To endeavour to increase the amount of people cycling to work to 5% by 2015

Existing Cycle Network:

Ashford has an extensive network of cycle routes. National Cycle Route 18 runs through the
town linking Ashford to Canterbury in the north and to Tenterden and Tunbridge Wells to the
South West.

Kent County Council (KCC) and Ashford’s Future, as well as local cycling organisations, have
been conducting surveys of the existing cycle routes to determine the repairs and improvements
needed to the existing network.

KCC, Ashford’s Future and Sustrans' arranged for an interim map to be produced and
displayed at Ashford Domestic station on Southeastern’s display boards ahead of the
production of a long-term map in partnership with Sustrans and Spokes cycling and walking
charities.
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An up-dated map has been developed by Kent Highway Services and the National Cycling
Charity, Sustrans, Kent County Council’s Public Rights of Way Team, Ashford Cycling Forum
and from comments derived from local public consultation. From the work with and

public consultation with the local community, other useful information, such as footpath and
bridleway locations, and locations of local pubs is being incorporated within the map. For the
future it is intended to develop this further by incorporating information about local tourist
accommodation, sports facilities and public transport information.

Attached overleaf is a final copy of this interim map, the key for which appears below. This has
been published both in paper form and distributed around the Ashford area; with the front
cover pictured on the following page.

Key to Ashford Interim Cycle Map:

Traffic-free/shared use

e e walking/cycle paths

Suggested on-road cycle route

(3 Mational Cycle Route
N/

P Mational Cycle Route on-road/
[ P S

Proposed cycle route
T T T T T T Bridleway (walkers, riders & cyclists)

Restricted Byway (walkers,
riders, cyclists & carriage drivers)

- Byway (open to all traffic)

------------ Footpath (walkers only)

Toucan crossing

@ Pelican crossing

A Take care crossing
Cycle parking
Public house

Toilets

' Sustrans is the UK’s leading sustainable transport charity. For more information, please visit:
www.sustrans.org.uk

10
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Current Ashford Cycle Map
You can access this map by following the link below:
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http://www.kent.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/C839457C-E85B-4812-878A-

CC51058E7CD4/0/AshfordWEB3.pdf
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1.5

Who and how did we Consult?

Public Involvement & Ashford Cycling & Walking Forum

KHS and Ashford’s Future felt it was important to consult with the local community with
regard to the Cycling Strategy, as it wanted to obtain its views as to how best to improve
the existing network as well as working together with them to plan the future routes and
improvements. As far as possible, local residents’ groups, members of the public,
schools, businesses and local cycling organisations have been invited to take part in the
new Ashford Cycling Forum.

The Kent Travel Plan Officer will also be consulted while putting this Strategy into
practice, to ensure the views of the public regarding travel to work and school distances
are taken into account when attempting to improve inter-changeability between different
modes of transport and to find ways of encouraging greater numbers of people to walk,
use cycles and public transport, rather than cars.

Partnerships:

KHS is currently actively working with local developers to ensure that all new
developments in the Ashford area incorporate new cycle parking provision and new
routes within their plans and that they adhere to the adopted standards for construction,
helping to ensure these all link up to local amenities, schools and public transport routes
where possible.

KHS, Ashford’s Future, Sustrans and Ashford Borough Council will work together to
ensure route directions provide clear indications of how cycle paths link to public
transport modes and new signage will be provided in the form of markings on the cycle
paths itself, to reduce costs, avoid confusion by people turning signs around and to avoid
clutter

KHS and Ashford’s Future will work with local organisations, and businesses to promote
the improved cycle route network and its links to public amenities and public transport
services.

KHS and Ashford’s Future will work with the Tourist Information office to promote
transport links to outside visitors.

The Cycling Strategy is also being promoted through other local groups such as the
Ashford Domestic Station Travel Plan Group, to ensure the needs of local cyclists and
pedestrians are taken into account and that the future route proposals and new maps are
included on the proposed Station Travel Plan website. The Station Travel Plan working
group is made up of Southeastern, KHS, Ashford’s Future, Sustrans, Stagecoach,
Ashford Borough Council, SEEDA and Eurostar.

KHS in its work with the Countryside Access Service uses the Explore Kent web pages
on the Kent County Council Web-site to help promote its cycle routes. Explore Kent
promotes walking, cycling, country parks and horse riding in Kent and provides
interactive maps and ideas for days out. You can access this information at:
http://www.kent.gov.uk/leisure and culture/countryside and coast/cycling.aspx

KHS has also recently started working with East Kent Primary Care Trust as part of the
objectives for this Strategy, in order to produce calorie maps for both cycling and walking

13
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routes easily achievable for local employees within their lunch hours or before/after

work. These calorie maps will be developed based on industrial areas with high
employment in and around Ashford, as well as the Town Centre based employers. A
launch of this initiative will take place in summer 2010, in conjunction with other events to
launch this Cycling Strategy.

What do people think about cycling in Ashford?

As part of the consultation process, local residents were asked for their views on cycling
in Ashford. A number of different consultation methods were used, including face-to-face
interviews and public fora.

People stated that they most frequently used their bicycle for work and/or leisure
purposes and the majority stated that they felt safe using the existing cycle network.
However, people did state that they felt vulnerable at night if the cycle track was not lit
and that the lack of continuity in the existing network decreased the level of safety.

60

Do you feel safe using the cycle paths

0 in Ashford?
40 +

H Shopping
30

H Work

20 - i Fitness

M Leisure e

HNo

Why do you use your bike?

The majority of respondents did not feel there was enough secure cycle storage in the
town and at key destinations such as the Stour Centre and Railway Station. In addition,
respondents stated that they would like to see cycle storage that was covered and with
additional security measures such as CCTV monitoring.

It was also felt that the existing cycle network is Is there adequate secure cycle
not well publicised enough and may not be storage in Ashford?
obvious to non-cyclists and people that are new
to the area. Further, there were several
comments about the way the network is
signposted and the possibility of making routes
colour-coded to aid navigation.

M Yes

HNo

Are the cycle routes in Ashford

obvious and well publicised?

| N
o~ Yes

29%

14



Z:\SP KHS\KHS Cycling\Ashford Strategy\ASHFORD CYCLING STRATEGY - V10

The majority of respondents stated that they felt the cycle network was generally well-
maintained, although it was acknowledged that much of the network is relatively new and has
not yet been required as a result. It was also stated that there was often over grown vegetation
at the side of cycle tracks that presented a potential hazard.

There was a slight preference for dedicated cycle
tracks. However, equal numbers stated that they Are the cycle routes in Ashford
were satisfied with shared cycle-footways or that adequately maintained?
they did not have a preference as long as there
were designated cycle tracks available. A frequent
statement was that people felt the network was not
as comprehensive as it could be and that routes
frequently ended without warning and needs to be
joined up in a number of places.

. . Would you be persuaded to travel by bike if
Finally, respondents overwhelmingly felt more routes avoided roads with heavy traffic?

that routes away from heavily trafficked
roads would encourage them to cycle.

[

[ I i I = R B - Rt R e ]
ST T e T B oo T o TR T o Y e S o

W Yes

ENo

o

A Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT) exercise was conducted
at the first Ashford Cycling Forum on 14 November 2008 and the comments collated with
regard to the existing Ashford Cycle Route Network, please see Appendix A for a break
down of the SWOT analysis.

From the comments received from the workshops held, we have had many constructive
suggestions as to how to overcome some of the difficulties associated with Ashford’s
current cycling and walking network, as well as comments received through
questionnaires conducted face-to-face with the public at various locations in Ashford.

Ashford’s population was projected as 68,800 at the end of 2008, with approximately
2,132 people cycling regularly (based on 3.1% of the population as listed in the KCC
publication ‘Travel to Work Patterns 2008’ {(Source: 2001 Census, Standard Table 119,
Office for National Statistics (Crown Copyright)}.

It is the intention of this strategy to work with the Ashford Cycling Forum to help promote
the benefits of cycling, improve the networks by taking into account the views of local
people and increase the percentage of cyclists, in line with the Local Transport Plan for
Ashford (KLTP 6 — a local indicator set to encourage more cycling in the area).

15
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1.7 How does this Strategy compliment future development proposals
for Ashford?

With regard to the proposed developments at Chilmington Green and Cheeseman’s
Green Urban Extensions, the Core Strategy (Policy CS5) (available to view at:
http://www.ashford.gov.uk/pdf/Planning_Adopted Core_Strategy July08.pdf ) highlights
that these should be planned and implemented in a comprehensive way, with an Area
Action Plan (AAP) produced for each urban extension, which provides guidance for
development. The AAPs will include a masterplan for the development of the area which
development proposals will be expected to follow and plans which highlight where and
when on-site infrastructure would be provided. This will include cycle and footpaths and
strategic parks planned at both Chilmington Green and Cheeseman’s Green. Core
Strategic Policy CS18a details the requirement for the creation of the strategic
recreational open spaces, the required size and boundaries of which will be dictated by
the AAP documents.

The Ashford Cycling Strategy will be a positive document in helping to create better
connected communities and in encouraging a healthier, more active means for new and
existing residents and visitors to travel within, to and through Ashford.

Chilmington Green:

The masterplanning of Chilmington Green is already in progress and as such Ashford
Borough Council (ABC) is keen to integrate pedestrian and cycle paths into the overall
development framework. Specifically, Chilmington Green is identified in the Strategy as
an urban extension site which should be planned to accommodate no less than 3,350
dwellings and 600 jobs by 2021, with the potential for up to 7,000 dwellings and 1,000
jobs in total.

One of the main development principles for the AAP will be to ensure that Chilmington
Green is well-connected to the neighbouring communities, and that these neighbours will
be able to profit from the range of local shops, services, employment open space and
leisure opportunities which will arise as part of the phased development of the site.

Appendix D of this Strategy sets out the initial draft map of the Learning Link path which
passes through South Ashford and into Chilmington Green. Ashford Borough Council
supports the principle of this connection, which will provide a direct link between
Chilmington Green and the Town Centre. However, it must be noted that until the
masterplanning process is more advanced, the representation of Chilmington Green and
Discovery Park on this map should be accepted as purely indicative. Indeed this plan
was based on 2005 Greater Ashford Development Framework plans and KHS have since
expanded the proposal for the Learning Link Path to extend from the south right up to
the north of Ashford, taking in further schools, colleges, the library and other relevant
institutions along the way. This proposal has been developed in conjunction with
Ashford Borough Council and will be funded in the future by developers and other local
funding streams.

Willesborough Dykes:

This proposed cycle path detailed in Map 9 of Appendix G will also be of benefit to the
future development and integration of Chilmington Green with the surrounding
communities. Another key driver is the creation of Discovery Park, the planned strategic

16
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open space. The details for the park have not yet been decided, but it is hoped that the
park by its ‘end state’ (around 2030) will be destination attracting visitors from Ashford
and beyond. Thus, it would be very advantageous to link a section of this route direct
into Chilmington Green and Discovery Park. This would connect Ashford Town Centre
and the residents of surrounding communities to the leisure and recreational
opportunities at Discovery Park, as well as the amenities and local services at
Chilmington.

Specifically, the socio-economic advantages of a cycle path passing through Stanhope
and Brisley Farm to Chilmington Green and the Town Centre should not be understated.
Stanhope contains pockets of deprivation which, for some deprivation indices (Indices of
Multiple Deprivation 2007), are within the 10% most deprived nationally. There is
therefore a genuine opportunity to improve the quality of life for residents of these
communities by enhancing their access to future services and job prospects at
Chilmington and further afield, as well as encouraging healthier lifestyle choices.

The masterplanning process will similarly look at how existing lanes and highways within
the site, such as Long Length, can be used for cycling and pedestrian links within the site
and how to extend this further out into the countryside. Ashford Borough Council will be
working in partnership with Kent Highway Services as part of this work and supports the
provision of safe cycle parking at appropriate places and key destinations within
Chilmington Green and Discovery Park.

Cheeseman’s Green:

This proposed development is identified in ABC’s Core Strategy (Policy CS5) as a mixed
use urban extension site which should be planned to accommodate around 4,300
dwellings and at least 1,475 extra jobs in the whole area by 2021. After this time, there
is an opportunity for the construction of a further 2,200 dwellings and at least 750 jobs.
The policy demands that an AAP, supported by an integrated masterplanning process,
details the development framework and establishes policies for residential, employment
and infrastructure development within the area.

Cheeseman’s Green has some existing planning consents which will be considered
during the AAP masterplanning process, as well as some constraints, which are capable
of being overcome in order to permit development to proceed. This process has not yet
begun. However, ABC welcomes the idea of integrating cycle connections into
Cheeseman’s Green and Waterbrook and the proposed Strategic Park (details to be
finalised during the masterplanning process), and joining these paths directly into the
Town Centre and surrounding communities.

Conningbrook Park:

This proposed park will consist of a regional watersports facility to complement the Julie
Rose Stadium in the area to the eastern side of Willesborough Road, adjacent to the
Julie Rose. Although the site has been identified for major leisure use, there will be a
limited element of housing development. The existing National Cycle Route 18 runs
adjacent to the proposed site, and proposed improvements as detailed in Appendix G will
provide an excellent cycle route from Conningbrook to the Town Centre, Ashford
International Station and the wider cycle network. The extent of and detailed plans of

the site have yet to be determined and bus services 517 and the C-line will need to be
expanded to improve public transport accessibility of the Park.

17
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2.1

2.2

2 Strategy

Cycle-friendly Design

This Strategy aims to ensure a high construction standard for all future routes in the
Ashford area and to follow the recent guidance from the Department for Transport (DfT)
with respect to cycle route design. This means that the strategy will endeavour to ensure
all new routes will be fit for purpose — ie appropriate for the route concerned — and will
follow the guidelines set down in the DfT’s ‘Local Transport Note 2/08 — Cycle
Infrastructure Design’.

Where possible, this Strategy aims to promote more proactive thinking about road design
to change priorities in favour of the pedestrian and cyclist, as a way of encouraging more
people to switch to sustainable methods of transport.

In this way, the Strategy aims to demonstrate how encouraging these forms of transport
can actually reduce commuting times, as cyclists and pedestrians will not be stuck in
traffic.

In response to the consultation conducted to inform Ashford’s Cycling Strategy, KHS and
Ashford’s Future will endeavour to advise that when constructing new roads that
separate cycle routes (either on or off-road) will be included

KHS has already begun this practice by advising other project teams constructing routes
in the area to adopt the guidelines from the Department for Transport as above.

KHS will work in partnership on the construction of new cycle tracks with the Public
Rights of Way Department to ensure efficient working and to source funding streams.

KHS has consulted with Kent Police on the design of cycle paths and has agreed that
where appropriate, such as busy off-road paths where sufficient space is available, KHS
will consider the construction of segregated footway/cycleways. KHS also has agreed
that all signs and markings on-highway will comply with the Traffic Signs Regulations &
General Directions 2002.

KHS will ensure compliance with the Cycle Tracks Act where necessary in the
construction of new routes.

KEY TARGET(S):

1 To continue to follow the above documents in developing new cycle paths
and routes

2 To share this guidance with developers, to ensure a consistent high

standard of cycle routes in Ashford

This strategy will endorse priority of cyclists where appropriate, as set out in the Cycle
Infrastructure Design guidelines issued by the DfT on p 65 of their ‘Local Transport Note
2/08 — Cycle Infrastructure Design’.

Ashford’s Cycle Network
Kent Highways Services is currently working on closing the existing gaps in Ashford’s

Cycle Network as part of its daily tasks for the Ashford Team. In addition, it is also
bidding for Integrated Transport Programme funding and working with local developers to
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2.3

resource this work.

Inclusion for all Ages & Abilities

Of great importance to the existing and future development of Ashford’s cycle network is
to ensure that all routes are accessible for use by people with disabilities, wheelchair
users, mobility vehicles and parents with pushchairs etc. Where currently some routes
prohibit access for wheelchairs due to unsuitable gates or street furniture, the strategy
aims to improve this and design these obstacles out in future route development.

On future network maps the strategy aims to include useful information as to the
accessibility of routes etc — ie location of accessible toilets, steep gradients or any
potential hazards.

It is the aim of this Strategy to encourage an increase in cycling in Ashford by continuing
to consult on all future proposed routes with the local community and all relevant
stakeholders. However, it is also the intention to ensure all cycle routes are suitable for
both younger and older users, mobility impaired users and all different levels of cyclists.
For example, the needs of experienced cyclists, children and recumbent trike users.
Where possible, future routes will try and avoid busy roads and possible conflicts with
heavy traffic.

Future of the Network

The strategy for the future development of Ashford’s cycling network is in the shortterm,
where funding is available, to complete the ‘missing links’ in the current network

and to connect the urban communities with the town centre, including other transport
interchanges such as the railway station and bus services, local amenities such as
schools, colleges and libraries etc. In the longer-term, the network will be further
extended to link urban communities, amenities, businesses and transport interchanges
with the out-lying villages within the Ashford Borough, as detailed in the proposed
Butterfly Network (section 2.9) and Rural Routes sections below. It is also the intention
of this Strategy that all new proposed developments will be linked into Ashford’s existing
cycle networks. Kent Highway Services will work in partnership with local developers to
ensure optimum new cycle routes within and to and from new residential and
commercial developments are planned and constructed. KHS already work closely on the
detailed designs for such new connections with local developers and will continue to do
SO.

Completing the Missing Links:

Via the public consultation mentioned in this document and working with the
Ashford Cycling and Walking Forum, the following Routes have been
identified, in order of priority, which will be programmed in to improve
Ashford’s Cycle Network (Please see Appendix F for plans — apart from the
proposed Butterfly Route):

¢ NCR18 - Willesborough Road — this project has been bid for under Kent Highway
Services’ Scheme Prioritisation System, but unfortunately cut from the System, but will
be put in as a wider improvement bid, together with the next project - reason: Safety of
pedestrians and cyclists
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NCR18 - Kennington Road - Up-grade path through narrow bends at Blackwall
road north - reason: safety of pedestrians and cyclists, but this also major road traffic
issue with lorries getting stuck and the route being blocked for ambulances

Godington Park - Up-grade of existing tracks to provide link to Green Sands Way
and to Orchard heights - reason: safety of pedestrians and cyclists, but also in
anticipation of the development of the cycle path onwards along the river

Learning Link Path — this scheme will be developed in conjunction with
Ashford’s Future as one of the key links in the Regeneration of Ashford Town
Centre ...

Birling Road to Mill Court - Up-grade existing path to shared use, resurface and
light - reason: safety, as avoids busy narrow part of Hythe Road. During the
consultation process for this Strategy, people have written in to say it would be a good
idea to formalise this as an official route, as people already use this as a cycle path. It
would need lighting to encourage use of the route throughout the year, especially for
commuting and school journeys on winter evenings and mornings

Church Road, Sevington to Aylesford Green (to link through Nelson Close) —
reason: safety, as avoids busy Bad Munstereifel Road and would link to existing cycle
path leading over M20 and up to The Street. Comments received during the
consultation process for this Strategy are that the current route beside the A2070 is
narrow and beside a road with fast-moving traffic and a barrier separates traffic and
cyclists using this link — it feels unsafe to people. People view this route as
significantly safer and it is a more direct link to residential areas. Plans have also been
drawn-up to link Willesborough Junior School, Highfield Road, Bentley Road and
Hythe Road, and this awaits confirmation of funding. Public Rights of Way numbers
AU94 and AU101 would need to be converted under the Cycle Tracks Act in order to
permit cycling along this proposed cycle route, so detailed public consultation will have
to be undertaken

Improve link from The Street up into William Harvey Hospital (include lighting on
bridge) - reason: safety - requests following face-face questionnaires undertaken at
the hospital in autumn 2008 and comments received following public consultation for
this document.

Connect existing shared path at the Stour Centre to Tannery Lane - reason: to
complete the route. Comments received from workshops held at the Ashford

Cycling and Walking Forum, face-to-face questionnaires in Ashford and during the
consultation period for this Strategy have highlighted the need for this route. Its
proximity to the Stour Centre, town centre and the station all combine to make this an
important missing link to complete in the cycle network.

Willesborough Dykes - reason: to provide a strategic link between Park Farm and
the town Centre and to the proposed future developments in South Ashford, such as
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Cheeseman’s Green and Waterbrook (See Appendices D and F for details). During
the consultation of this document, residents have written in to express their wishes to
see Park Farm linked to the rest of Ashford — at present, they feel cut off in respect of
cycling and walking routes from here to the Outlet Centre, Stour Centre and town
centre amenities. People do not feel safe using links along Romney Marsh Road, as
vehicles travel at high speeds here. This off-road link would resolve these issues and
they are keen to see this link constructed. This route would provide new links
between substantial new communities proposed in south Ashford and the rest of the
town. The planning application for this route also includes lighting, which will make
this accessible for everyone at all times of the year.

Bentley Road to Hythe Road — reason: to provide the missing link between
Aylesford Green and Willesborough. Comments received during the consultation
period for this document show people feel this route would not only close a gap in the
cycle network, but also benefit Willesborough Junior School by providing a cycle route
to its entrance.

Butterfly Network (Please see Section 2.9)

Key Targets:
3 To plan and construct a comprehensive cycle network in Ashford
4 Continue to work with local developers to help extend Ashford’s Cycle Network

Future Rural Routes in the Ashford Borough — As mentioned in the Introduction

to this document, this Strategy is a starting point for Ashford’s cycle routes and
focuses on Ashford Town Centre. However, as can be seen from Ashford’s Cycle
Map, National Cycle Route 18 bisects the town centre and already provides links out
to Tenterden and beyond to the west and Wye and Canterbury to the East. Also, many
cyclists already cycle from outlying villages into Ashford Town Centre, and Kent
Highway Services has received many suggestions for improved and new rural links to
Ashford Town.

«  Work is also being done in partnership with the Ashford Cycling and Walking
Forum to identify new future rural routes and these will also be put forward as
bids for construction in the future. For example, Kent Highway Services is
currently working with Sustrans to provide an improved shared cycle route in
Tenterden and further work needs to be done here to improve cycle links
through Tenterden to Ashford. Work is currently being done to investigate the
extension of the route currently under construction from Canterbury to
Chartham to link-up with an off-road route from Chartham to Ashford. This
route would solve the issues related to cyclists currently only having the option
of the A28 to travel between Ashford and Chartham.

e Appledore Parish Council have also sent in suggestions for constructing a
cycle path from residential areas to Appledore railway station, as they feel this
would encourage more people to use the station and leave their cars at home.
At present, the route to the station for cyclists takes people along a bendy,
relatively narrow road with poor visibility and a 60 mph speed limit. This
discourages more people to walk or cycle to the station from their homes. The
Parish Council have informed KHS that there is a landowner in the area willing
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to allow use of their land. This route will also be investigated as part of the
Strategy for the network.

2.4 Maintenance & Signhage

Much progress has recently been made regarding the maintenance of Kent County
Council’s cycle routes and a separate budget has now been allocated. This is an
important step, as this means that cycle route maintenance will now be separate from the
overall highways maintenance budget, and can be monitored and targeted more easily to
areas requiring more maintenance — ie routes travelling through greener areas which are
more likely to become overgrown.

KHS are also currently investigating regular maintenance schedules for cycle routes and a
pilot scheme will be launched in Ashford to work out the most efficient ways of carrying
out this work. KHS is also currently looking into working in partnership with local
authorities to ensure that routes are litter-picked as well as having vegetation regularly

cut back.

Suggestions have also been received that KHS should instigate a gritting system for all
cycle/shared routes, as many of these become inaccessible during certain winter periods
and thus prevents many from using these routes instead of using their vehicles. This
possibility will be investigated, but will depend on available funding.

There is also now an on-line reporting system which can be accessed by following this
link: http://www.kent.gov.uk/eFault/Application/ReportCategory.aspx .

This enables tracking of the areas needing the most attention and makes reporting easier
for the public.

As a back-up to this, Kent Highway Services also works closely with Sustrans Rangers,
local residents and the Ashford Cycle Forum direct to try and resolve any maintenance
issues. Sustrans Rangers are able to go out in groups of volunteers to perform light
maintenance works on an ad hoc basis, such as light vegetation cut-back.

It is proposed that all routes should have useful destinations such as schools, libraries,
parks and community centres listed along them, as well as distances in both units and
guide times for cycling and walking. This is now being done on new routes. Colourcoded
routes are also being investigated, and these will be signed as well as marked by
colours/names to ensure routes are as user-friendly and accessible as possible.
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2.5 Safety

KHS have also been working with local schools via the School Travel Planners at KCC
and Bike-It Officer for Ashford to obtain details of the issues facing young people whilst
cycling around Ashford. KCC works together with Sustrans and local schools to
endeavour to provider ‘Safer Routes to Schools’ where possible and link these in with
Ashford’s Cycle Network.

From the comments we have received it is evident that a large percentage of young and
adult cyclists prefer off-road cycle paths where possible, however many people would also
like to cycle on-road if traffic can be managed in such a way as to engender a feeling of
safety for the cyclist - KCC and Ashford’s Future are committed to following the guidance
as set out in ‘Local Transport Note 2/08 — Cycle Infrastructure Design’ published by the
Department for Transport.

From the questionnaire and forum data, and other information from schools, local parents
and teachers are most concerned with issues facing young people when travelling on on-
road cycle routes to and from school and for other cycle journeys. The conclusions from
the above joint report by Jacobs and Kent Highways services are as follows:

Conclusions:

“From the data that has been analysed there is evidence to support that for those crashes

involving child cyclists, the cyclist was more likely to be at fault, failing to either give way or
look properly. Although less apparent, for those crashes involving adult cyclists conflicting
with other vehicles, the motorist was more likely to be at fault.

The reasons for this reversal between child and adult cycle crashes could be explored.
For example:

Can adult cyclists deal with complex junction situations, as they also may be motorised
drivers and have more road user experience?

Are existing road layouts too complex for child cyclists?

Does more education and training initiatives need to be directed at child cyclists, to help
them judge whether or not to ride out on to the road when using cycle path/ road
intersections and other conflict points?

Do motorists need to be made more aware of the greater potential of child cyclists failing
to cope with the road environment then adult drivers (sic)?”

From:
KHS Road Safety Child Cyclist Crash Data Report
Second Draft, November 2008

Currently Kent County Council works with the ‘Bike It' Officer for Ashford from the
Sustrans Cycling Charity to promote cycle safety throughout local schools. Close liaison
is maintained with this Officer to highlight any potential safety problems throughout the
network and also to discuss ways of improving Ashford’s Cycling Network.

Kent Highway Services also has a Cycling Safety Officer who provides training for both
children and adults. Further information can be obtained by using this link to the Kent
Road Safety Team: hitp:/www.kentroadsafety.info/cyclesafe/ .
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2.6 Cycle Parking

Ashford Town Centre — KHS will work in partnership with local cycling organisations,
Ashford’s Future, local schools and businesses to improve cycle parking provision (and
signing to it) and route directions to cycle paths within the town centre, and to promote
links between local amenities, public transport and cycle routes. KHS will endeavour to
provide innovative, attractive and user-friendly cycling parking which does not hinder
accessibility on any shared surface or public highway. There are currently over 110 cycle
parking spaces in the town centre at six different locations as follows:

Elwick Road (near Debenhams) - 40 Spaces

Bank Street (junction with Elwick Road) - 6 Spaces

Bank Street (at barrier entrance to High Street and County Square) - 20 Spaces
Vicarage Lane Car Park - 10 Spaces

Lower High Street - 30 Spaces

North Street - 10 Spaces

A further 29 spaces are proposed at the new Ashford Gateway Plus site.

Many local cyclists have commented that although they regularly cycle to the station to
and from work or to and from the station to commute, they will not cycle into town, but
prefer to either walk or travel by car to access the town centre as they do not feel safe
leaving their bikes in town and many said their bikes had been stolen from bike racks in
the town centre. However, the problem of theft does seem to occur in well-overlooked
areas such as Ashford International Station, as well as the bike racks located in less
frequented areas.

The ‘Sheffield’ design bike racks do provide an opportunity to use more than one lock to
secure a bike and from comments received via the public consultation and through the
Ashford Joint Transportation Board, are the preferred style of bike rack for the town centre
providing practicality rather than a purely innovative design.

The Ashford Cycling and Walking Forum also supports improved cycle parking and
generally favours Sheffield stands installed correctly, ie well-spaced apart from the next
rack, secured properly to the ground and set back from any walls and ideally in view of
security personnel or CCTV — not hidden around the back of buildings. The ACWF would
prefer to see simple, high capacity parking solutions, rather than innovations such as the
Bike Tree and KHS agrees to prioritise these types of solutions where possible for Ashford
Town Centre.

Other districts have adopted the practice of installing signs adjacent to cycle parking areas
which offer advice as to best practice for locking bikes and tips for the best styles of lock
to use etc, which KHS will also undertake for new cycle parking areas. For example, the
City of London Police offer advice on how and where best to lock bikes, and where
possible how to avoid theft — similar advice as found at
http://www.cityoflondon.police.uk/CityPolice/Departments/TerritorialPolicing/CyclePatrol/c
yclesecurity.htm will be displayed at Ashford cycle parking areas in the future.

To this end, Kent Highway Services has also been working with the Ashford Cycling and
Walking Forum as to the type and design of cycle parking required. Current work is
ongoing on a project to include two secure covered cycle parking sites in Ashford Town
Centre. This project is being finalised with help from Ashford Borough Council to find the
optimum locations for these.
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Cycle Parking Within New Developments

In the past many new developments have been constructed without any commitment to
the provision of sufficient cycle parking. It is the aim of this Strategy to ensure that in
future all new developments will provide ample secure covered cycle parking provision.
This will include residential, business and educational developments.

Innovative Secure Cycle Parking Solutions for the Town Centre

After initial public consultation with the public in Ashford, a need for more secure cycle
parking has been identified for the town centre. As well as a new project currently
underway to provide covered cycle parking in the town centre, this strategy aims to
provide some form of even safer ways for the public to leave their bikes in the town centre,
without fear of theft or damage. The following systems have been investigated:

Option 1 — Lockers such as Round Lockers

This option is only viable at locations where management of a locker system would be
possible — ie at places of work, leisure centres etc.

Option 2 — Bike Caves

This design would be useful at sites around the town where renting systems are in
operation and opens like a bread-bin lid. However, this option would require some
maintenance and is of a less robust design than some locker systems. This would
probably be best managed by a cycle hire company which could be trialled around the town
centre or for use by companies for their staff/visitors. Since beginning this draft, the South
East of England Development Agency has installed the Bike Caves illustrated below at

International House in Ashford, and KHS will be working with other businesses in the area
to encourage more cycle parking solutions such as these.
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Option 3 — Lockers

This design is very secure and flexible, and the lockers are designed in a pie shape, which
means you can set these lockers out in different shapes and can be inter-linked to save
space. They come in different colours, but the stainless steel option would fit in very well
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The Bike Tree option avoids the dilemma of having to worry
about administration of key or card systems for lockers. Once
you have locked your bike in place, you press a button and
your bike is raised above head height, making it a lot more
difficult for anyone to tamper with your bike. Also, each track
on the tree is fitted with a tamper sensor. The ‘tree’ comes with
a sensory alarm system, can be linked to a smart card which
can be linked to future ‘oyster’ type travel cards and linked to
promotions or discounts. A system such as this could well be
an option for the future, with the planned introduction of the
new ‘Smartlink’ bus rapid transit system, which will be run
using a ‘smartcard’ system similar to the Oyster card, which
would be compatible with the Bike Tree system. The units are
solar powered and can be easily installed or moved in less than
6 hours. Each unit can accommodate up to twelve bikes and
does not take up much floor space.

The Future — Proposed Cycle Parking Compound

Additional aims of the Strategy would be a secure cycle parking compound operated by
staff, providing secure parking, cycle maintenance and a repair shop, tyre pump, coffee
shop, relaxation area, showers and changing rooms, all in a town centre location. This is
common-place in European countries where cycle facilities are further advanced, and
considering Ashford’s growing cycle network, would be a chance for Ashford to be one of
the first towns to offer such a facility.

Key Targets:
5 To encourage further cycle parking with local businesses in Ashford
6 To continue to provide Sheffield Stands in Ashford
7 To propose an Indoor Secure Cycle Parking Facility

2.7 Integration with Public Transport

Kent Highway Services (KHS) and Ashford’s Future are keen to work with local cycling
organisations, public transport service providers, schools, local residents and other
organisations in order to improve existing and develop new cycle paths. Further, KHS will
endeavour to improve the local cycle network’s interchange with public transport modes.

Ashford’s Cycling Strategy will seek to improve the interchange with public transport
points such as:

Ashford International Station (Eurostar side) — KHS will work with Ashford’s Future and
Eurostar to provide cycle racks at this side of the railway station for use by both staff and
the general public. In the future, there will also be a new pedestrian and cycle ramp into
this side of the station and possibly a new pedestrian crossing over the roadway into the
station.
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New cycle racks with increased capacity are being provided to the front of the domestic
side of Ashford International Station and next to the bus and taxi stops, providing an
improved interchange between these different transport modes and encouraging greater
use of cycles on routes to and from school, work and local amenities

KHS and Ashford’s Future are arranging to work with the Travel Planners for Ashford
Domestic Station to ensure a new interactive Cycle Routes Map is available via a
proposed Station Travel Plan website. This will include details of the new user-friendly
Butterfly Routes, as well as how they link-up with the other existing cycle routes and
provide useful local information and details of interchanges with other transport modes
and walking routes.

KHS will also be working with KCC Travel Planners to ensure local businesses and other
organisations can develop their own Travel Plans, which will benefit from the
improvements of Ashford’s Cycling and Walking Network.

Inter-change Deliverables:

Data collated by local cycling organisations and travel planners will be used to improve
inter-modal transport links to cycle routes. In addition there will be continued consultation
with local cycling organisations, schools, businesses and residents to promote new
interchanges between public transport services and cycle routes in Ashford.

Locations of interchanges between public transport and cycle routes will be publicised in
future cycle maps, interactive maps and KCC'’s website.

School Travel Plans:

KHS is currently working with schools in Ashford to ensure that all local schools produce a
Travel Plan, where issues regarding cycling /walking/taking public transport to school
rather than using cars are highlighted. For instance, overgrown or poorly maintained
footways and cycle paths can cause parents not to give permission for their children to
cycle to school, as well as paths where cyclists or pedestrians are not easily visible to
drivers or feel isolated. Parents also feel interchanges between cycle/footpaths with other
forms of public transport are important if pupils are to use their bikes, as not all older
pupils come to school from the immediate vicinity

The Sustrans’ Bike It Officer works with Ashford schools to find practical ways to enable
more pupils to use their bikes when travelling to school. And also provide data on how
children get to school at present and what can be done to enable more children and
parents to use their bikes as a viable form of transport. KHS is currently working with
KCC’s School Travel Planners to provide recycled cycle racks free to local schools and to
identify new ‘Safer Routes to Schools’ in the form of new cycle routes. KHS also works
with Sustrans to provide these new routes and land acquisition issues which may result.

KEY TARGETS:
8 To integrate the Cycling Strategy with Ashford’s Public Transport Services
9 To help local schools increase the numbers of pupils, staff and parents switch to

cycling to travel to and from school

10 To provide details of how the public transport network interlinks with Ashford’s
cycling and walking networks via improving Ashford’s Cycle Map

11 Ensure all future cycling/shared routes also serve local schools where possible
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2.8

Promotion

Health Benefits

This strategy aims to promote the advantages of cycling for health reasons to the local
community in Ashford via projects in conjunction with the local Primary Care Trust such

as:

Calorie Maps for specific cycling and walking routes in Ashford

Campaigns highlighting the benefits of cycling in the fight against obesity and related
health problems.

Initiatives to enable more people to choose cycling and walking as active forms of
transport

The aim is also to work with local schools and businesses to promote these benefits
— as previously mentioned, work has already begun on developing cycling and
walking calorie maps for use by local people, in conjunction with the local Primary
Care Trust. These could then be used by local businesses to encourage breaks at
lunchtime and to get to know the area better. This way, people who did not
previously cycle could take advantage of local cycle routes and thus also improve
their health and well being.

Moving Away from the Car & Reducing Congestion & Pollution

A way of avoiding congestion — one of the main aims of this Strategy is to promote
cycling as an ideal way of avoiding congestion on Ashford’s streets — particularly in
respect of morning school runs by parents — and through the Ashford Cycling and
Walking Forum, cycling will be advertised as a faster means of travelling to and from
school and working together with School Travel Planners and local cycling officers to
identify safe routes to school. Pollution — Highlight all off road routes, inform public of
environmental benefits of a greater modal shift to cycling.
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2.9

Sport & Role Models

It is the aim of this strategy to work with local sports organisations to help promote
Ashford’s Cycle Routes and to help promote the above benefits of cycling. A good way
to start the promotion of the cycle routes and further encourage local people to get
involved will be to launch an annual family bike ride in Ashford. The first of these events
was open to everyone and a short and longer route were included and this was
organised between Kent Highway Services and Ashford Pilgrim’s Hospice. It was a
successful event and it is hoped that from now on this will continue to take place
annually and grow, involving local organisations and businesses. Using role models to
promote these local events will be a great way to publicise Ashford’s cycling routes, as
well as persuading more people to move away from their cars. Off road facilities are also
popular in Ashford and development of a mountain bike course at The Warren would
provide facilities for those preferring off-road cycling. In the long term the Strategy aims
to apply for a larger ‘velodrome’ facility for Ashford, to further encourage cycling, people
interested in training to become professional athletes and a focus for cycling events,
whereby people could also come from Europe to use the facilities.

KEY TARGETS:
12 To promote the health benefits of cycling via projects with local businesses and
schools

13 To work with the local Primary Care Trust to produce calorie maps for cycling and
walking routes in Ashford

14 To promote the benefits of active commuting to school and work

15 To promote an annual cycling event for all abilities and ages

Butterfly Map

KHS have drafted a proposed ‘Butterfly’ Cycle Network for Ashford which consists of a
simple network of colour-coded routes which will help link together Ashford’s existing
network, but also extend these further out into leisure and green areas, as well as
providing simple commuting and shopping routes around the town. This new proposal
for a ‘Butterfly Routes’ network is being developed in conjunction with the Blue and
Green Grid Strategy for Ashford, to ensure future proposals to improve access to local
woodlands, leisure trails and waterways tie in with the improvements to Ashford’s Cycle
routes. This would not only provide the local area with a more user-friendly network, but
would ensure all routes lead back to the centre of town and link in to National Cycle
Network Route 18.

The proposed Butterfly Network is based on some of the existing cycle routes around
Ashford, and has been designed to link-up with future developments such as Discovery
Park, Cheeseman’s Green (please see Appendix D for an example of what the Strategy
would like to obtain from developers) and Waterbrook Park. These proposed
developments will each have their own cycle tracks and Ashfords’ Future and KHS will
work in partnership with local Development Control Officers to ensure that Developers’
funds for cycle routes are used to construct appropriate routes and that they link-up with
the main Butterfly Routes.
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Future aspirations of this Strategy for Ashford’s Cycle Routes also encompass planned
east-west and north-south routes across the town, as well as construction of a ‘Learning
Link’ cycle route which will link schools, colleges, libraries and museums within Ashford’s
town centre. Details of these routes will be included within this Strategy following
consultation with Ashford Cycling Forum.

The proposed schematic design for Ashford’s main cycle routes will form the shape of a
butterfly. The ‘body’ of the butterfly is formed of Route 18 which traverses the town of
Ashford and the four ‘wings’ will make up the four main routes: The Comma Trail (shown
in brown), the Peacock Trail (shown in purple), the Orange Tip Trail (shown in orange),
the Brimstone Trail (shown in green) and the Comma-Orange - where these two routes
overlap — (shown hatched brown and orange) are all routes named after four rare breeds
of butterfly found in Ashford and which are featured at Ashford’s Rare Breeds Centre.
The proposed network design is shown below.

Draft Proposal: Butterfly Route Schematic - 2009

AR,
_~ Proposed Butterfly Cycle Network
- Ashford Schematic

ISTH

e ’
e ;g_ﬁfiﬁ‘ﬁ{”.’.‘/_@ )
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KEY TARGET (S):
16 To Integrate the Cycling Strategy with Ashford’s Public Transport Services

17 To help local schools increase the numbers of pupils, staff and parents switch to
cycling to travel to and from school

18 To provide details of how the public transport network interlinks with Ashford’s
cycling and walking networks via improving Ashford’s Cycle Map

19 Continue to work with local developers to help extend Ashford’s Cycle Network

2.10 Public Information

In addition to the Ashford Cycling Strategy document an up-dated cycle routes map is
planned, showing improved cycle routes via a stylised and colour-coded route map. This
leaflet should be made readily available at key locations such as stations, tourist
information offices, schools, colleges, leisure centres and possibly in specially designed
boxes at key points on some cycle routes or close to cycle parking facilities in the town
centre. The new maps will contain further details such as;

e Location of cycle parking facilities

e Details of route interchanges with public transport (train', bus) including web
addresses and phone numbers for further information such as Southeastern trains
web-site, as well as the proposed Station Travel Plan website

e Details of cycle hire and cycle sales and repairs

e Availability of toilet facilities and locations of any proposed cycle storage and
changing facilities

e (Cycle schemes

e Toilet facilities

e Tourist Information

e Approximate cycle journey times for main routes

In addition, this leaflet could also be adapted as a large scale map to be mounted at a
variety of key locations throughout the town such as the railway and bus stations, the
town centre and along Sustrans route 18, as cyclists enter the urban area.

Following production of the new interactive Ashford Cycling Map and associated paper
copies, it is proposed to ensure sufficient promotion of the same, by distributing these not
only to the local Tourist Information Office, but also to many locations within the
community which people are likely to be spending a good deal of time, such as local

! Southeastern trains Cycles are not permitted on peak time services arriving in London from Monday to Friday between 07.00 and 09.59, and
leaving London between 16.00 and 18.59. If the journey starts from one of the following boundary stations (Gillingham, Otford, Tonbridge and
Redhill), heading away from London, cycles are permitted at any time. If journey starts in Kent or east Sussex and terminates anywhere before
these stations, cycles are permitted, subject to onboard space. Folding cycles are permitted at all times provided they are folded prior to
boarding and remain so throughout the journey.

Southern Cycles are not permitted on trains travelling towards either London or Brighton and due to arrive between 07:00 and 10:00 and trains

leaving either London or Brighton between 16:00 and 19:00. Outside of these times cycles are permitted free of charge without a prior
reservation. Folding cycles are permitted at all times.
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2.11

opticians, doctors’ and dentists’ offices and hospitals, as well as handing these out to
community groups.

KEY TARGET(S):

20 To produce an interactive cycle map for Ashford, located in the Town
Centre, in partnership with Ashford Borough Council and Ashford Town
Centre Management

Education and Training

Bike It and Children’s Cycling Safety:

Bike It is a Sustrans managed project that is jointly funded by Kent Highway Services.
Sustrans is the UK’s leading sustainable transport charity. The Bike It Officer works with
schools in Ashford and Canterbury to find practical solutions to enable more children to
cycle safely to school. This includes ensuring that schools have secure cycle storage,
access to cycle instruction, undertaking lessons on how to find a safe route to school and
learning how to mend a puncture. Bike It works with 12 schools each academic year and
aims to build a sustainable cycling culture and to involve the whole community as much
as possible.

More information about Bike It and other Sustrans projects can be found at
www.sustrans.org.uk .

Cycle Instruction:

KHS also has a Cycling Safety Officer who provides training for both children and adults.
Further information can be obtained by using this link to the Kent Road Safety Team:
http://www.kentroadsafety.info/cyclesafe/ .

It is the aim of this Strategy to offer further cycle training to adults by working with the
Kent Road Safety Team through local businesses, community groups and local events to
encourage more people to overcome their fears of cycling on roads and increase the
numbers of new adult cyclists. Evidence has been received from conducting face-to-face
questionnaires (please see Appendix G) and work with the Ashford Cycling & Walking
Forum to suggest that there are a number of adults who never learned how to ride a
bike, and feel embarrassed about this. They did say however, that if there was the
opportunity to attend adult bike training courses where people would be taken on the
roads and learn about cycle safety and bike maintenance, that they would be persuaded
to start cycling. Comments received during the consultation process for this Strategy
have highlighted the requirement for free bike training to anyone living or working in the
Ashford Borough that wishes to take part.

Ashford was recently successful in a bid to operate the ‘Bike to Work Challenge’ project
and Kent County Council, Ashford’s Future, Sustrans, Eastern Coastal Kent Community
Services and Ashford Borough Council are currently working on this project with
additional funding from the Cycling Touring Club. This involves working with local
businesses to offer free cycle training and advice, to encourage more local people to
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2.12

3.1

3.2

cycle and use the local Ashford Cycle network and to help people to improve their health
and wellbeing. Further information on this project can be found at
www.ashfordcyclechallenge.org.uk.

Monitoring

At present, the cycle trips are monitored by five automated cycle counters positioned at
different sites across the town. In addition, there is an annual inner and outer cordon
count that records all road usage including cyclists.

In the future, KHS will endeavour to bid for extra funds to include resources for further
cycle counters on new routes, in order to provide future evidence on how well-used the
new routes are. To monitor the success of new cycle tracks, it is intended to monitor the
number of cycle trips undertaken both before and after new schemes are constructed.

Key Target (s):

21 To continue to monitor the number of cycle trips being undertaken

22 To monitor the number of cycle trips both before and after new cycle tracks
are constructed at key designated sites

WHAT PEOPLE CAN DO NOW

Get Involved:

If people would like to help continue to build, improve and promote Ashford’s growing
cycle network, they can join the Ashford Cycling and Walking Forum, where they can be
a part of the future plans for the network. People can also contact the Ashford & Swale
Transport & Development Team at Kent Highway Services to discuss any issues or use
the on-line reporting form as detailed in Section 2.4.

How well are we doing?

It's all very well planning, consulting and constructing new routes, but we need to know
that afterwards people will feel happy to use these new cycle paths.

Of paramount importance is to learn lessons as we go along and continue to improve on
the design, standards and ‘user-friendliness’ of all current and future routes. To do this,
we plan to move around the mobile automatic counters currently in place around
Ashford, to monitor the amount of users. KHS may have to move automatic cycle
counters around due to lack of funding, but where this has to be done, KHS will ensure
that this is done in a consistent manner. However, as mentioned previously on p31, KHS
will endeavour to bid for funds within new projects to cover the installation of new cycle
counters. Where possible, KHS will try to install counters capable of capturing more than
just raw data — ie time of day counts measured, seasonal variations etc, to enable KHS
to determine the likelihood of the type of traffic — whether school/commuting/leisure etc.
KHS will also endeavour to carry out post-construction surveys amongst users to see
what they think of new links and routes. All this will combine to help provide justification
for cycle infrastructure and maintenance expenditure.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX A
ASHFORD’S FIRST CYCLE MAP - 2004

Ashford’s cycle network was first mapped back in 2004 by a former colleague in
preparation for inclusion in a new Cycle Strategy for Ashford and to look at
improving the existing routes in line with future developments and transport
initiatives being undertaken in the Ashford area.

Ashford Cycle Map
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Appendix B
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats Exercise carried out with Ashford Cycling Forum)
Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats
Improve the network via proposed Plans may require TROs or permission from private
Many cycle Badly planned network, schematic to ensure links actually landowners 1o link-ub routes - need to minimise this b
paths many pinch points link-up! And extend out where local P y

people would use them

looking at more than one alternative re-routing

Off-road route
along
Willesborough

Path from Blackwall Road
South up past Julie Rose
Stadium along
Willesborough Road
requires cyclists to keep
dismounting and cross a
busy road - used at all
times of day and night due
to shift work patterns in
adjacent factories -
unclear for cyclists as to
whom has right of way -
this route is too optimistic,
as is too narrow for cycling
and on a blind corner -
dangerous dead
end/crossing point

Work together with Givaudan
Ashford & Premier Foods to find an
alternative route

Not getting permission to re-route cycle paths over
private land
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

Proposed off-road
route along Romney
Marsh Road

No current plans to extend
path down from Romney
Marsh Road to the Tesco
Store due to omission at the
planning permission stage

Any new proposals will have to come
from KCC or other funding or working
in partnership with others

May prove costly getting permission over
private land and/or constructing new path

Off-road route along
Bad Munstereifel
Road away from
heavy traffic

Small on-road route along
Church Road before bridge
over Bad Munstereifel Road
- difficult to see location of
bridge due to poor signage

Improve the signage and/or road
markings

May not be able to arrange under standard
maintenance - finding funds to complete
may be a problem

Off-road route along
Romney Marsh Road
in good location

Unfinished!

This route could be completed to
carry on down to meet up with
routes adjacent to Ashford Road,
thereby helping to join-up the route
around Stanhope, thus helping
realise the strategic plan for Ashford

Have been land issues in the past - cost
could be excessive, but need to revisit
this to investigate

Kingsnorth Road
provides an
acceptable radial
route to the south from
the station.

However, Beaver Road
South is unpleasant for
cyclists - particularly
because of queuing traffic

Investigate improvements

May require a scheme to reduce queues
or alter traffic priorities etc, which may be
impossible due to the works already
undertaken in the town centre, or take a
long time to achieve approval

Route 18 is a good
example of what a
cycle path should be

Some signage missing and
directions unclear

Improve and/or repair directional
signage/markings

May require separate funding for some of
the works, although improvements to
Victoria Park already ordered
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

Cradle Bridge links to
footpath to
Willesborough

Blind corner on exit to
Willesborough Road path

Improve warnings to cyclists of blind
corner coming up or reroute from
cradle bridge up to the rear of
factories instead of along
Willesborough Road

As above, rerouting would be dependent
on private owners giving permission

Orchard Heights and
Godinton Park have
some nice routes

No current paths link these
two areas together

Extend routes to link up - will match
plans for schematic and link-up with
Ashford's Cycling Strategy and the
Local Transport Plan

Cost - where will the funding come from?
If involves TROs etc, time needs to be
factored in - use Ashford Cycling Forum
to help obtain funding

Godinton Park
Footpath already in
existence

Does not link-up to
Godinton Lane

Extend routes to link up - will match
plans for schematic and link-up with
Ashford's Cycling Strategy and the
Local Transport Plan

Cost - where will the funding come from?
If involves TROs etc, time needs to be
factored in - use Ashford Cycling Forum
to help obtain funding

Warren Lane - ideally
placed for links to
Fougéres Way

Passes underneath
Fougéres Way, thus
missing the Retail Park

Could install a ramp up to Warren
Lane for access to the retail park
from other side

Cost - where will funding come from -
would this be used?

Many cycle paths

Loss of right of way at
junctions

Check these when looking at
improving the network

Cannot put traffic measures in at every
junction due to cost - prioritise

Sandyhurst Lane -
quiet road

No path off Sandyhurst to
Enterprise House

Could construct new route here

Land ownership & cost

Route 18 quite clearly
marked

Some route 18 detour
signage on the A28 still
there, but is now redundant

Remove redundant signage

None foreseen
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Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats

Spearpoint corner
well-served by cycle
paths

Very busy roundabout and | Consider installing a zebra crossing

crossing points here Funding/time delays

Godinton Park, Hoad's
Wood, Broomfield
Wood and Ball's
Wood - jewel of
Ashford to visit

Take out proposed butterfly route
Not linked to rest of cycle into countryside as planned to
network ensure more opportunities for safe
leisure cycling in Ashford

Funding/land ownership issues

Good existing route Continue plans to link-up existing
out to Great Chart for | Not all dedicated cycle ways | cycle ways with places of Funding/TROs?
Golf and leisure interest/leisure opportunities

Create links - would tie in with
sustainability targets/provides

Singleton Environment. | Not linked to rest of cycle facilities open to users en-route to Funding/land ownership issues

Centre network elsewhere - i.e. toilets/café etc - joint
funding opportunity with BTCV?

Routes avoiding Cannot always avoid on- Endeavour to avoid where possible

heavily trafficked road routes, due to lack of and look at alternative routes if Space/land issues

areas space or land issues available
Ensure that routes link-up or are

Incoherent and many dead . . .

Many routes ends made redundant if unused or Funding/land ownership issues
incomplete
Check phasing’s where possible -

Traffic svstems Slow to change for particularly check timings of any new | Would need examples of specific units

y pedestrians/cyclists equipment installed in relation to where timings are slow in order to correct

what is required vis-a-vis traffic flows
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

Many routes

Not good to go to town with
children on roads from
Willesborough

Look at alternative routes and/or
work with Premier Foods and
Givaudan to investigate possibility of
re-routing cycle path over factory
land

Land ownership permissions and costs

Some good cycle
parking in the town
centre

Inadequate - particularly in
terms of security and at
certain locations - i.e. on
High St and at the Stour
Centre

Improve and look at alternative cycle
parking arrangements

Funding - finding better locations to site
the parking

Routes avoiding roads

Sudden dead ends

Investigate finishing or closing
routes which 'go nowhere'

Funding/land ownership issues

Relatively large

Quality of network poor,
sudden dead ends, poor
maintenance, slow toucans,

Improve signage

Getting rid of Church Road footbridge
with the M20 junction 10 a works will be

network oroblems with large 3\/ E§>|i’[eerr;tlal disaster for cyclists and
roundabouts
Only small team and little Produce draft strategy to highlight .

Ambition resources to fulfil 'Ashford's | the need for further resources for Conlstralned by lack of I

e : : , equipment/budget/software availability
wish list improving Ashford's cycle network
Need to advertise cycle rides on flat
Flat terrain Sections of flat routes not rural loops - e.g. towards Timescale/funds for producing new

publicised well-enough

Bethersden, Pilgrims' Way and
Charing

Ashford Cycle map

Good strategic route
between Magazine
Road & the Ring Road

Too narrow to
accommodate both bikes
and cars at the moment

Make one way for cars to allow for
extra room for cyclists and/or widen
footway

Could be costly scheme
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Good signage on most

Route 18 signs to

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats
Shared use between
Gore_ Hill and Plent){ of obstructions - Investigate encrloachment - Would require permission of Stagecoach
Magazine Road a including a bus shelter! relocation
good idea

routes

Kennington confusing over
the bridge
Cyclists are on a climb

Remove redundant signage and/or
put down road markings instead

Timescales

Shared use on
Magazine Road

when turning right into
Magazine Road and then
must cross traffic to reach
cycleway

Change traffic layout

Probably very unlikely, as shared surface
already exists

Heath field Road/Gore
Hill - Good links to
R18

Difficult turning out of
Heathfield Road from
Henwood into Canterbury
Road and right towards
Kennington

Investigate possible improvements

Could be lack of space/funding to
introduce a separate cycle track here

Cemetery Lane -
Good links up to
Eureka

On turning out of Cemetery

Lane onto Canterbury

Road, traffic builds up going
towards Canterbury and
often blocks cycleway

Investigate Rerouting as not enough
room to put in cycleways over bridge
over M20

Not enough space/funding for alternate
route

Bybrook Road

Not currently official part of
the cycle network and cars
turning left often squeeze
cyclists against railings

There is a wide footway on this

corner to allow cyclists to make left
turns within the hand railing, so this
could be investigated as an off-road
section - possibly extending further

Funding/must be sure sufficient space
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

J/O Rylands/Bybrook
Rd/Canterbury Road -
Good links from here
to other cycle routes

Difficult to cross road on
Canterbury to Bybrook and
no cycle lane past traffic
lights

Could investigate crossing point
using the lights at Bybrook Junction
and/or use lay-by and hatched
section on Canterbury Road for a
cycle lane?

Funding/must be sure sufficient space

Oakfield
Road/Canterbury
Road - well used road
for cyclists

Difficult to turn into Oakfield
Road from Canterbury Road

By providing a dropped kerb off the
Canterbury Road Cycle Lane, this
would provide access into Oakfield
Road, thereby adding flexibility to
the cycle network at minimal cost.

Funding/space on footway

George Williams Way
- good links to Route
18

Difficult to turn safely into
this road from Canterbury
Road

Again could use lay-by to assist -
extra cycle turning lane

Funding/space on carriageway

York Road -
Faversham Road -
Good area for cycling
and near cycle parking

Difficult to turn safely into
York Rd from Faversham
Road

Corner could easily be adapted so
that cyclists could drop into York
Road and/or go inside the railings to
use wide footway towards
Northumberland Ave as shared use

Would need checking to see if wide
enough - how would fit in with wider

cycling strategy

Little Burton Farm
Lane/Dudley Road -
potential to link with

cycle route from
George Williams Way

No safe crossing point over
Canterbury Road A28 to
Dudley Road

Could try and construct safe
crossing point

This has been attempted, but no space
to safely do this, due to narrow/non-
existent footways and curtilage of houses

backing straight onto road
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Opportunities

Threats

The Ridge - near to off
road routes

The road is a cul-de-sac,
but could construct a link
through for cycles

Investigate constructing a cycle path
over the playing field from The
Ridge through to The Street

This would be difficult, as this is currently
a playing field and footways already exist

and no cycle way already along The
Ridge

Faversham Road -
potential to link to
cycle routes

Short cycle-lane leading to
Penlee Point - unclear as to
what cyclists should do next
- few motorists indicate -
fast traffic

Investigate alternate routes

Funding - strategic plans - does this fit in,
or would an alternative be more suitable

Nettlefields shops
frequented by cyclists

No cycle parking

Investigate installation in line with
strategy

Dependent on future funding

Many cycle routes on
& off-road

Some routes conflict with
traffic

Consider installation of "Think Bike'
markings

Dependent on future funding - also signs
often expensive and prone to vandalism -

could we use markings
ground/carriageway instead?

Cemetery Lane -
Good links up to
Eureka

No cycle parking

Investigate installation in line with
strategy

Dependent on future funding

Park Road/Rylands
Road

Potential link via pedestrian
link

Investigate widening to include a
cycle track

Would need to ensure eventually could

link-up to other routes in line with the
cycling strategy

Tritton Fields/Ball
Lane - already a cycle
route to Tritton Fields

No link through to Sports
Fields

Could investigate route from Tritton
Fields to Sports Ground

Dependent on future funding
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APPENDIX C

How this Cycling Strategy Relates to the
Greater Ashford Development Framework

The following is taken from the working Masterplan section on Movement &
Access, outlining the aspirations for cycling and walking in Ashford.

The proposed cycling network for Ashford aims to establish cycling as a high
profile mode of transport through the provision of direct, uninterrupted facilities
along clear strategic corridors to the town centre and other important locations.
Safe and convenient access to the strategic routes from homes and businesses
will be via a series of local connections comprised mostly of dedicated facilities.

Strategic cycle routes, including the Green Necklace through the town, will
connect existing local centres, the urban villages, and key movement generators
(schools, hospitals, supermarkets) with the Town Centre and one another. Where
appropriate, they will link into the National Cycle Network, accommodating the
existing NCN route 18 and the proposed NCN Route 17 with scenic or urban route
options. Proposals have been prepared in consultation with Sustrans to provide
for the requirements of the existing National Cycle Route 18 and proposed route
17. This includes improvements to Route 18.

A secondary network of local connections will feed the strategic corridors. These
might be comprised of either on or off carriageway facilities. New lower order links
within the existing urban area are identified where required to connect existing
routes. For the purposes of this plan local connections are not identified in the
growth areas since this will typically occur during subsequent design stages.

Constraints such as roadside parking may occasionally rule out the provision of
direct facilities for cyclists in the form of cycle lanes in locations where they would
otherwise be desirable. Elsewhere, low traffic volumes and speeds may render
them unnecessary. In such instances, traffic calming measures and/or new
signage are proposed to improve conditions for cyclists and maintain route
coherency.

The strategic cycling corridors in the town centre will also form the backbone of a
walking network with local connections.

Further development of a strategy for walking and cycling will be undertaken as
the development framework plan is refined.
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APPENDIX C (Continued)

» The idea is to create a network of walking and cycling routes in Ashford

» Although many of the routes exist, they are largely fragmented, making it
difficult to move across larger areas of Ashford by foot or bike

* It will be critical to extend these networks beyond Ashford, this will provide
the opportunity of linking in to national walking trails, heritage trails and
areas of outstanding natural beauty, such as the North Downs

» Development adjacent to these routes needs to enhance and front onto

these routes, providing informal security and a greater sense of
ownership.
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APPENDIX D

ASHFORD DEVELOPMENT MAP

P S Ashiford Growth Area Diagram
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APPENDIX E

Wish List for Cheeseman’s Green

e New roads within the new development should have a network of good
quality cycle paths along them

e However, roads should also be designed with space and safety for cyclists
in mind, to cater for those who are experienced/confident and wish to ride on
the road, rather than be constrained by cycle paths, which are often shared
with walkers

e Within the development, cycle paths should directly link to the heart of the
new development and to shops, schools, employment areas, etc, with as
few road-crossing points as possible

e There should be adequate good quality cycle storage facilities at these
destination points

e |t is envisaged that there will be a ‘leisure’ cycling /walking route along the
length of the ‘green necklace’ (parks, open spaces and woodlands) in
Ashford. There need to be a number of easy access points from the new
development onto the green necklace route. Attention needs to be paid to,
and use made of, existing rights of way and reference should be made to
the Interim Ashford Cycle Map (2009) - or the latest version - which now
contains Public Rights of Way information, to help developers understand
the existing network and how best to build on and improve this

e There should be occasional picnic areas with cycle racks along the green
necklace route

e Where the green necklace ends in the east, there should be links from the
route into the surrounding country lane network, eg onto Flood Street, Blind
Lane and Church Road, to give people the choice of continuing their leisure
ride into the countryside and nearby villages (eg the Farrier's Arms at The
Forstall) Again, attention needs to be paid to, and use made of, existing
rights of way

e Direct access to the surrounding countryside also need to be provided from
the parts of the new development that do not border the green necklace

e Within the development, a cycle route should be provided alongside the
SMARTLINK route, with cycle storage provided to facilitate easy transfer
between modes

e There need to be direct routes out of the development towards Ashford town
centre to facilitate and encourage ‘commuter’ cycling

e One of these direct routes would be out along the existing Waterbrook
Avenue, across the A2070, via dedicated crossings and into Orbital Park

e At the Waterbrook/A2070 junction it should also be possible to turn right
onto a dedicated cycle route running up to Church Road and M20 J10
beyond (allowing access to the Hythe Road route into town, William Harvey
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Hospital and NCN 18 at Willesborough)

e The Highways Agency should be keeping the Church Road footbridge over
the A2070. There should be a direct cycle route from within the new
development at Waterbrook into Sevington to access this bridge

e The plans for the M20 Junction 10a include a cycle bridge over the M20
from Kingsford Street, facilitating access to the north side of Hythe Road,
William Harvey Hospital, etc. A direct route should exist within the
Waterbrook development through Sevington, to directly access this bridge

e (Cycle connections from Cheeseman’s Green and Waterbrook to Park Farm
would also be useful, along the green necklace route, but also possibly
along the southern side of Bad Munstereifel Road.

e (Cycle path layout and design should promote the continual and unhindered
motion of cycles by, for example, giving cycle paths priority at cul-de-sacs
and providing flowing curves at junctions, rather than right angles. Cycle
paths should also have priority at private drives and access roads and over
road junctions where possible

e Where a cycle path ends, it should merge back onto the carriageway in the
form of a mandatory cycle lane if possible and not just stop dead

e Types of path, eg shared path, should not change over short distances, but
keep the same style for as long a distance as possible to avoid confusion
and inconvenience to cyclists

e Paths should avoid crossing roads, only to cross back a short distance
further on, as for example, at Willesborough Road, where KHS is currently
looking to remedy this problem.

(Source: KHS and comments from the Ashford Cycling & Walking Forum)
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APPENDIX F

CHEESEMAN’S GREEN DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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APPENDIX G

PRIORITY PROPOSED NEW CYCLE ROUTES
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3 Godington Park - Up-grade of existing tracks to provide link to Green
Sands Way and to Orchard heights

EXISTING CYCLE LANE

PROPOSED CYCLE LAaNE [T

o N .
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= \ Orchard Heights i
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s gy v Freparealws July 09 i’ A4 NTS
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4 Learning Link Path (Highlighted in Green Dashed line on Plan Below):

(From: Greater Ashford Development Framework, Phase 1, Chapter 8)

KEY
New Enharced Mojor Strategic Road Junction

New Enharced Sirategic Rosd
Infrastructure Schedud e lem Reference

New Enhanced Ped/Cycle Carridar
District Rosd
Completed Locsl Road
Completed Ped/Cycle Corridor
| New SMARTLIN K Route:
" 2| Parkand Ride
Ed Potentiol Mew Rail Station
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5

Birling Road to Mill Court - Up-grade existing path to shared use,
resurface and light

EXISTING CYCLE LANE

PROPOSED cYCLE LANE [
7S N (e 5\ [ ProJect Future Network Links &
Fevlslon [& |B |C (D |E|F

apaplend TI+L B = M
Arended |._ = Iflng Road to MIll Ct ]
. A
el L ] Ad NTS
E;F:E‘E&:N - Frepored|ws July 03 i i
\L e s )\ [Ehesked 1/\ Iwg No  BIRLING RD TOMILL COURT
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6 Church Road, Sevington to Aylesford Green (to link through Nelson
Close)

EXISTING CYCLE LANE

PROPOSED CYCLE LANE R /
-~ o S A 3
/ ~ BN e/ Prolectr  Future Network Links N
2 Fewlslop | & [BE[C|D |E[F
#:—e-n::e:j | THle Church Rd, Sevington to
Chacke
' Aylesford Gr Py
Slgred Date Va N
E:E::EE'I:E&;” i Frepored|w s July 0% I' A4 NTS 'I
\__h :',:nm—.':;':m () ___f' ‘\fhﬂrk:d _,.f' x,_\_t wr:: H: __f"'
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7

Improve link from The Street up into William Harvey Hospital
(include lighting on bridge)

EXISTIMNG CYCLE LAME

PROPOSED CYCLE LanE
/ \ (e Tater ™~ Project Fulure Network Links
Fevlslor s|E|C|D|E|F
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Slored ot Fa
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8

Connect existing shared path at the Stour Centre to Tannery Lane

EXISTIMG CYCLE LAME

PROPOSED CYCLE LAaNE [

s g% rm— Tatm T/ Project Future Network Links
Eevl=lon & |E | C L |E|F
iu:zrlr‘l_: | Titlen Stour Centre to
Chot R Tannery Lane
Slgned Date £
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L Kare THE4 D i ,_. . ! I"M.T: hd®, No
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9 Willesborough Dykes

Route of
proposed —__
cycleway
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10 Bentley Road to Hythe Road

EXISTING CYCLE LANE

PROPOSED CYCLE Lane R
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Appendix H

PROPOSED SOUTHERN ASHFORD EXTENSION SHARED PATH

During the consultation process for this project, local residents and concerned outside bodies
have written in expressing their wishes to see a link from Park Farm to Christchurch School
along Reed Crescent to Bluebell Road and the local Tesco. Plans have been made to
construct these routes when funding becomes available, and the new project proposal for the
Southern Ashford Extension Shared Path will go a long way to linking Park Farm and Stanhope,
providing further links into local schools, as well as leisure links. This project will be undertaken
in partnership with Ashford Borough Council, Kent Highway Services and Sustrans. The
proposed route is as depicted on the following page.
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FACE-TO-FACE QUESTIONNAIRE DATA

APPENDIX |

Would you be Do you feel safe
Location/So D°“",‘;::$°'e Wso forwhat [ oo ofroutes | VIeWs on condition of | What puts you off e“:’)::; ""°"'Jfl © PeL’“;ﬁ(z‘:f‘;’“'o':"e' In your opinion, are the routes Do you prefer routes that are share with | using the cycle | Is there adequate secure m:{;':f‘;ﬁ":::ﬁe q
urce reason(s)? H ge v Y publicised/obvious enough? pedestrlans or dedicated for cycling? paths around | cycle parking in Ashford?
Ashford? useablke? [routes avolded roads| Nentords adequately?
with heavy traffic? ?
There are fences at the |Nota welkconnected  [Knowing there was a Vee. mostly. Apart
) -~ 1e 2 route to where | want to|connected route for my Not really - a publicised map showing all (| haven't used any dedicated route purely » mostly. Ap Nt encugh at the train station
[Good connection of routes if willing [beginning and end of nec > ; h from ones that can be ’
° go. Not enough lentire journey. as | do routes in, around and out of Ashford would |for cyclists. Pedestrian shared ones are ok, ~1had to lock my bike to the
Headteacher Yes Work to take a longer route and go out of |eycle routes which are | fourney Yes 12 f e : A secluded eg around |- | ° B Yes
y nowledge of routes and [not enjoy riding on be very beneficial to plan my journey  |but it is annoying when pedestrians are on | ore, bridge, which | wasn't too
lyour way tricky to manceuvre ‘ : ; " Victeria Park and
where to get information roads, as my ahead of time. the cycle side ! happy about
round - ; Singleton Lake.
on routes. confidence is not great
[Good in the town centre, some
[connecting routes missing, eg B&Q Mostly yes, but can i
Headteacher Work & town |10 Parc Farm Tesco & Christohurch z"n"j:ry ?;j& ;“h‘ed oo |Having to cycle on busy |Cyole route all the way Ves Mot alwaye Either be intimidating when | No - bikes are often tied ta ':f;fe‘“n"a‘i;s":ﬁ;f
sometimes [School and nothing much on Hythe |1 a‘ga o ent m‘gback roads W groups of teenagers lamp-posts & fences ot 'Qgr it
Road or Faversham Road - all with s kept hang about
y Schools.
The only place | have seen bike routes | Dedicated for cyclists | think - as | have R
They appear to be fine ladvertised are at the library where | picked [been shouted at by pedestrians walking on | Y5>, $XCePt when itis Don't know for sure - definitely
dark and going underat South Kent Gollege - lots of
Workshot || L s are very good ang i1 T xperience up a cycle route map ages age. Also they [the red bike side of paths and not being e e ooliege 1019
Headteacher Yes journeys instead Y g Lighting is the most lare mentioned in the local newspaper happy at having a bike come up behind by " Appears so
cover the area very well " ! ; g un-nerving with  |risk of theft anywhere and
of car important criteria I think usually in the letlers section! They are  [them, even if they are in the wrong they can >
! ction! ; groups of young  nowhere is rally secre for
as the days sherten pretty obvious, but | thik their presence  |be very intolerant. Others apologise for .
A adults milling about. |bikes
should be made more prominent straying to wrong side though.
Underpass Good condilion. Befter Newer routes are
by Ashiord Ves Shopping trips & |Quick and direct links take you links needed towards No Shared routes are fine, but speed of some excellent. No
Domestic leisure  |where you want to go Stanhope & Tescos cyclists is dangerous knowledige of older
Station needed No routes
Underpass ] -
Mo - but even if oycle parking
by Ashford No Yes. Wide & open - good visibility Nt interested in cycling; | Perhaps if provided Yes Yes Shared Yes present, bikes still get Yes
Domestic (prefer to travel by car) |  with a free bike i e,
Station lamaged and stolen
Underpass New routes very good
by Ashford Yes Leisure  |Good to have traffic-fres routes Older routes could
Domestic benelit from better
Station signing.
Good condition. Reutes
u out of town are good,
nderpass but when you get to the
by Ashford . [Wide & pleasant routes. Links to ) .
! Yes Leisure d town centre, cycle Shared N - especially at the station
Domestic Singleton and parks are good &
: routes are disjointed.
Station
Better town centre
routes and signing is
Underpass
by Ashford Yes Work & I oot and convenient Good condition Cyele only, as pedastrians ignore Yes Not Yes
Domestic Shapping segregated parts
Station
Good cendition - Would
Undarpass be better to segregate
by Ashford Yes Leisure & py 4 ond quick routes routes where possible - Shared ok, when people behave! Yes No Yes
Domestic shopping pedestrians get in the
Station way, then get angry with
cyclists
Undsrpass
bgj::;‘;’: No Not practical with a baby Free childcare!
Station Ves, in a few years' tim|No
Underpass
by Ashford No Don't own a bike - cant |Fres bike - more cycle Ves Mot all of them
Domestic afford one priority on roads
Station
Underpass
by Ashford No Don't know area well | More cycle parking at Ves o
Domestic enough the train station
Station
Underpass
by Ashford Live too far out of More local (rural)
Domestic No Ashford (towards Hytha) routes Yes Yes
Station
Generally good
Underpass cendition. No No. Train station neads more.
by Ashford Ves Work & Good, direct routes suggestions for routes Shared is ok (if pedestrians keep to their ves e eode more: vos
Domestic recreaticn . but wabsite for all cycle side) o e,
Station foutes in Kent would be i
good.
Surfacing s fne, buf
Underpacs many tree branches
are allowed to grow
bg::';';‘"’: Yes Work Fast d"sc"r::‘:f‘eaf""d wraffic- | Gonerally very good. Shared routes fine. Yes No too low! (this also
o makes pedestrians
ation walk in cycle part of
path)
Underpass Good, wide cycle routes and new
by Ashford Ves Work e o o ee™ | ANl good condition - o Dedicated for cyclists only, as pedestrians ves Mo ves
Domestic o o et oy other suggestions put cyclists and themselves in danger!
Station o
g”iiﬁi: Nothing - walk short
E bl No Not interested in cycling. | distances, drive Perhaps Yes
Pl further
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Would you be
Do you feel safe
Location/'So Do;r'zl;llzzcle If so, for what Positive aspects of routes Views on conditionof | What puts you off enx::; wou‘:l; to pelr)su:ﬁl(zc:ft:“tor;vel In your opinion, are the routes Do you prefer routes that are share with | using the cycle Is there adequate secure rolftfs‘rlr::ﬁ::ied
urce reason(s)? pe routes cycling? ge ¥ Y publicised/obvious enough? pedestrians or dedicated for cycling? paths around cycle parking in Ashford?
Ashford? use a bike? routes avolded roads| adequately?
Ashford?
with heavy traffic?
f"f@mfj Nothing. Happy to use|
Y ! No Cannot cycle with baby. | bike; just not with Yes - in the future No
Domestic bab
Station ¥
Ok, but those in the
Ashford . . . countryside are bad - y Yes - especially
Hospital Yes Leisure only Great/close to countryside Eoter o ot Either ok Knights park No Yes
rural roads
Achford Mo Gan'tdo it Lessons Don't Know No
Hospital
Ashford Dangerous traffic & Safer routes/ more
. MNo Yes No
Hospital personal safety cle lanes
Ashford . Changing facilities at Found out through a friend - net aware of
Hospital MNo Traffic work Ves publicity
Ash@rd Mo Lazy/too much like hard Only with kids Yes Yes
Hospital work
Not on all - some are
Sometimes work Seme poorly maintained poorly lit and some Not really - need
Ashford not easy to cary | Some really good off-road routes - . )
Yes ° and signed wrong - Shared you need to cross No better signs &
Hospital bike to and from not all linked, (which) is bad . . "
roadmarkings worn busy roads withaut colour-cading
station platform f
zebra crossings
Achford Mostly ok - rugby club by
Shior Yes Work & leisure Can't think of any bridge over-run with Either Yes Yes Mostly
Hospital
brambles
Ashford Mo Don't have a bike! Hills | S10thes/eovering upin Yes Don't know
Hospital winter
AShf?'d No Nothing t?ut have no If I had one for leisure Yes No
Hospital bike
azz;ﬁ{:l No Pleasure Local cycle routes in Hythe Ok - good Dedicated for cyclists Yes No Yes
Ashford Can't ride around corners| Yes - but routes don't connect and end in
. MNo . . " Fewer hills Yes .
Hospital - only in straight lines stupid places
Ashford . Cost - would need to
Hospital No Traffic buy a bike Yes - for leisure only No
Ash@rd Yes Work None None available - work Shared Yes More cameras needed so Yes
Hospital from home people don't steal tyres
Ashford . N
Hosptal No Nothing except traffic | More cycle lanes Yes No
AShf?'d No Traffic Off-road routes Yes No
Hospital
Ashford
Hoapital No Nothing - Yes No
Achford No Distance Off-toad routes Yes No
Hospital
AShf?'d No Comfort/distance Nothing Maybe No
Hospital
Ashford No Not much Self-discipline Yes No
Hospital
ﬁiZ:(:u No Too many traffic lights | Off-road routes Yes Not enotigh - don't notice them
AShf?'d No Time/traffic More cycle routes Yes No
Hospital
Ashford More confidence when using off- Quite gfmd - Hythe Dedicated for cyclists, but where routes are No- eg a‘t 'h.e hospital some
° Yes Work Road/Willesbarough Yes cycle parking is too obscure by|  Well enough
Hospital road routes narrow, separate .
could have off-road the staff
Ashford No Disability Time/weather No Yes, but lots end suddenly
Hospital
Some overgrawn - no Yes, axcept
Ashford ; . link between the outlet & sometimes :
Hospital Yes Leisure Cireular routes arcund Ashford Park Farm - the rest is No preference pedesirians get in the Not much in the town Mostly
really good wa
Ashford Time/less heavily- 8
Hospital No Never leamt hew to cycle| traffioked routs No Don't know
More off-road
Ashford No Cycling onroads | "outes/satety linked-up Yes No, don't think so
Hospital routes/slow signs on
cycle paths
Ashfard Yes Work & pleasure| ¥ @Y 90ed (routes off main roads & | Very good - repair Yes Shared Yes Nt encugh in the town centre Yes
Hospital can get around easily) markings & route signs
Ashiord Easy ta get from Kennington (o Pretty good, but Poor
Hospital Yes Work & pleasure| Ashford Town Centre on off-road | maintenance could be Yes Not that clear/maps/routes Mainly shared Yes No maintenance/overgr
i routes improved own
Ashford No Trafficiweather Less hills & traffic: Yes No, net really
Hospital
Ashford No Learml‘wg how to Better routes to the Yes No, not really
Hospital cycle/balance hospital
Cyclelpedestrian lanes
azzf?t’sl Yes Work - swap to wrong sides Yes No Yes, shared Yes No ’:‘f;':‘;w:
i under Ashford Station 4
Ashford o . Cycle routes through Ves o
Hospital more natural areas
Ashford No Weather More routes along Yes _
Hospital parks etc
Ashford . Proper cycle paths | =0 coo we oo
| 3
Toum Gentre No Having a baby! awiay from taffic |2 offroach notwith Not very much
Ashford ) Traffic too dangerous -\ \ o oo noticed them, but alsa noticed!
No No bike Exercise {(don't want to go) on
Town Centre o ot | they stop suddenly
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Would you be Do you feel safe
Location/So Dn;?ol:‘":zc'e If so, for what Positive aspects of routes Views on condition of What puts you off e“Cv;::; wouol: 0 DeLSu::(:d"':“g;'lel in ‘your opinion, are the routes Do you prefer routes that are share with uslng the Cycle Is there adequate secure rolﬁ:fsll:“\;f‘\{::ﬁed
urce reason(s)? routes cyeling? ge V! Y publicised/obvious enough? pedestrians or dedicated for cycling? paths around cycle parking in Ashford?
Ashford? use a bike? routes avolded roads| Ashford? adequately?
with heavy traffic? °
Cyclits only lanes, nof
for motorbikes o . I
Ashford o Roadworks for motorbikes cr ves Yes, but only because ' very famiiar with
Town Gentre use Ashford
facilities and propar
cycle maps!
Ashford Justgetling | Used to be useless. 30years on & g0 e overgromn, Not enough. Bars are ok, but|  Hedges need
Ves around and  |its good. Encourages you to cycle Happy with both Yes, ot on roact °
Town Gentre ) Not abvays wide enough you need to be cautious. cutling
leisure |30 mills /day and stopped smoking
Ashford Very good - faster to get around
Station Yes Pleasure v . Ok Weather ? ? No - need better maps Dont mind Yes No Yes
Bridge
Wo sate foutes eekar |
Ashford cyele lanesibarriers &g |\ 11 be) wider - route Good in the centre, but not so good
Station No Goat Lees/poor ! Yes
; from Sainsbury's sewhers
Bridge maintenance, but good .
lance, but jangerous
parking faciliies
Ashford Some don'tlinkup - eg | Nee pahe cydlists in Not all of them - eg near B & Q, Park Farm, Yes - apart from ot realy
Station Yes For shopping | Many nexttarivers/good routes | by Batchelors to Julie - Yes Normarrs Road - not safe and dont match Shared under the station No
i separated from overgrown
Bridge Ross ; desir lines bridge
pedestrians)
Ashford OK - mote off-road
Station Ves  |PleasureiLeisure| Easy - like routes away from cars ‘ Yes No, ot really Shared Yes Should be more Yes
il routes could be provided
Ashford Yes - apart from
Station Yes Work & lelsure Links across town Good Nothing Maybe Yes - but maps could have more detai Shared Yes No |
Bridge 9
T shford No Traffic Yes Yes
wn Gentre
Ashford No Distance Yes Good
Town Gentre
Ashiord - o
Station No orae athome - on- Yes No
| road toutes
Bridge
Ashford Some areas could have | |, .. Yes - eg Junction 10 -
| Live 5/6 miles out - toa pineh points near
Station No Slow! Signs eg pinch
: ! A far - poor rural routes Stour Centre - was
Biidge points and biind bends
almost knocked down!
No, becass atthe
Poor maintenance of at the
Ashford Mainly work vegetation - other end of Victoria
hferd Voo ey | Fasttowork rem Singleton e Socurly & satoly Voo Yes, but could be batter routes to agthe | No, would like cycles only - pedestians on |Park the vegetation s| ¢\ | Poor - lghts and
] i " cinema the wrong side overgrown - people vegetation
Bridge leisure branches/oo close to
hanging round - lights|
river
off
Siating s easier. Can ‘ Yoo, Some good
Ashford take them withyou-no | Stop getting )
No - paths - need to be | Some are. Some are wearing away
Town Gentre need toleave. Riskof | punctures. Less fuss
F smoother
thieves with bikes
Ashford Yes GenerallLeisure | Fairly smooth. Seme good routes | SM20th: Gould ba abit Dedicated to cyclists Yes No Yes, pretty
Town Gentrs larger and longer
Teisure. Mo ;
Ashford Ves e Dot know of any Too much glass and pot- Mot bothered. But not all shared paths big | ot on roace Nowhere s spare ot really
Town Gentre e holes enough
Ashford v Lioure | OFF 1080 & split from pedesirians. | Fefurbs needed now, - - Not et all_ Sheliers are | New ones are - oid
Town Gentre ‘Smooth in Herwood near outlet ete needed with security nearby | ones are forgotien
Ashford ’
rahfore o Bike was stolen from | Safer place to put vee Yoo
: town centre bikes
Bridge
Wiors cyele rautes -
Stour Centre No Traffic - fear of on-road | 1o Ciing to rural Yes Yes
routes
routes
Stour Centre Mo Had two aceidents Safer routes Yes
Stour Centre No Inconsistency of safe Litle Yes No
cle lanes
Country lanes - oo Chilmington - wil
dangerous - distance Personal move - LDF showsd
Stour Gentre N gerous - circumstances - Not bad - will be improved in LDF?
Great ChartSingleton - j must have safe routes
location
poor semirural routes not possible n the
Time 15 a problem -
working parent - .
No - nesd blcity - «
Stour Centre No Fitness country lanes not well- Yes o nesd more puplely - some roes are
maintained - Vo
dangerous
Stour Centre No Unfinished cycle paths | 17 consistent and Yes No
complete cyole lanes
Ashford Werk Not enough cycle routes|  Routes that end s, but o some |
Station Ves and improvementof | suddenly - unsafe'dark Yes No Dorit mind - dark sp No Yes, mostly
° occasionally intimidating - better
Bridge routes that end abruptly routes i
ighiing needed
Rahford
Station Yes |Lelsuralpleasure Good - pleasant views Good Nothing Yes Yes Shared Yes No Yes
Bridge
Ashford |, Beterroutes, Not all - should replace old map at front of
Station No Weatherino safe parking| lighting/parking/routes Yes 2
; K station with cycle routes and beter links
Bridge which link-up
Asst:{z’nd vos Plonae | Stoving safeon :edica\ed oyele |Gould :e more pa\gs out Notting Ve defiay | No- coldbe mors signs -0 Iwiere the Shared o No- more in town would be
Brden paths to the countryside routes go and ensire they link-up goo
Ashford Very good used to be difficult | Ok - but lines and signs No - more secure parkin
Station Yes Ploaswa [ | to¥ 890 b2 o ik 1 bo g Cycle parking Yes Yes Shared Yes o 9
Brdge ecause of road - now it's quicker |  could be improve need
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Town Centre

friends

huge ditch - nearly broke

arm

Would you be Do you feel safe
Location/So D°;'r°°'::z°'e Hso,forwhat | Lo eets of routes | VIeWSon condition of | What puts you off e“:;::;"‘m”o': © pegs“:;?:"f“::’e' In your opinion, are the routes Do you prefer routes that are share with | using the cycle | s there adequate secure | o.ﬁ:i‘;g;:ﬁg "
urce reason(s)? pe routes cycling? ge v Y publicised/obvious enough? pedestrians or dedicated for cycling? paths around | cycle parking In Ashford?
Ashford? useablke? |routes avolded roads| postahon adequately?
with heavy ratfic? ?
Ashford Falr number of routss - you can No - should be more at the
Station Yes  |Worka pleasure I Not bad Nothing Yes Could be publicised better Cyclists only Yes
Bidge travel faster around town station and inthe town centre
Ashford
Station No Gycling onroads | More routes off-road Yes Yes
Bridge
Ashford No Have afirst floor flat! To get fitter Yes No
Town Centre
‘Ashford
o e No Toofar Do anyway Yes No
No~ by the
) ) Hawvester in
Ashford vos Nipround o Couklintroduce Dedicated to cycling. Sometimes Yoo Wyouhave a good padck, | | HASE
Town Centre scheme ke Barcelona pedestrians get in the way but not at night e
everywhere
Tefeure and o
Ashford Yes point in using the Clearly marked Cars and gycles mixing - Both Yes Yes oK
Town Gentre dangerous
car - live close
Victoria Park too Tonely - ; ;
Ashford don'tfeel safe either an| No bike! Too scared, |1 t"25000! - if L knew) No - wouldnt want to
No ! . | wouldn' have to go | go on any reads at all
Town Centre bike or foot "a good | Don't know rules on road ‘
. near any traffic with trafic
place to be murdered
Yes. Some
Ashford Yes Not a driver Lots of them - safe People walk on the cycle Don't mind, as long as it's obvious Yes round town, BUt |\ icide the town centre problems
Town Centre lanes - stop them! not outside sometimes, but
nothing major
Normal mode of Kennington: visibility - More crashes on
Ashford transport - unrealisiic to expect Kinder to pedesirians {o have separate | cycle paths than on | 10~ N8ed and raincovers -
Yes Away from traffic oyelists to dismount only raincover is McArthur Mostly
Town Centre environmental ¢ spacel road! But more or
Don't like route suddenly| Glen
and healthy ! less, yes
ending
pahiord Live In Woodehureh - not| More cyele-friendly
No too far to cycle, but roads|  routes from Yes No- know they're there, but not whers
Town Centre
o good Woodchurch
Not used o it - clmate,
Ashford No wind & cold and safety | Health benefits & Yes No
Town Gentre environment
pute me off
Neadmers - e of the routes -
Stour Gentre Yes Work daily and Lots of routes Maintenance could be | Nothing really - only if Yes No - apart from around the station Both Yes Yes, but not awvays secure | "°% 11 night club-
shopping better - glass on paths, | paths not wellit dossn't have
especially around station enough lighting
R~ o Nething parieutary | 1012 /el waye - vor Routes in Ashford dangerousinat
safer routes publicised enough
Stour Centre No Fitness/taffic on road - | ¢ o) 101 pog oftroad Yes Ne
routes run out
Stour Centre No Too much traffic - feel | Better/safer lanes - Yes Ves, but not enough of them
unsafe esp out to countryside
Less cars banthem | oo
Stour Centre No Toodangerous | on some roads) and Yes, once you're on them
roads was improved
less potholes
Ashiord } | Dontknew of any - goss around | Good routes around Shared. Dedicaled would b good n the )
Yes  [Leisurefexercise Yes Yes Dont notice
Town Centre country lanes countryside countryside
Far too many
pedestrians ignore Shared. Butwhere a cycle path is
Ashford {bikes) when on cycle )
N Yes | Workevery day Safe and corvenient " dedicated to cylists, annoying when Yes Okin town Yes
own Centre path. Don't like the ©
pedestians ignore it
routes which are small
and useless
Tots are overgrown -
particularly Kennington
Visits (fiende) a routes. Have to
lot, retired, More of them (routes than egatiate around Cycling routes are
Ashford SOOI | previously). Live in Kennington and| P #sians where £as - safe, but not roads. | Could always be more. Not '
Yes envirormental Hillis steep. Easler to Donft mind " Yes, fairly new!
Town Gentre travel to Willesborough. Shortouts ! Pinch points on roads great security
Have car, hardly | 121" stay on main road
Direct and no parking fees are dangerous.
use It as enjoy Sudden stop of cyele
eycling Toutes and non-
continuation (needs
improving)
Sometimes -
Ashford Yes College & work Good range of routes Gould be wider Both pedestrians suddenly| 0 oo be improved Yes
Town Centre walking (onto cycle
lanes)
Safer than on-road routes - Need mors routes -
Ashford Yes Work discourages people from riding on | sometimes come to a Dedicated to eyclists Notwhen they stop | Yes, but not for expensive Yes
Town Gentre dead ikes
pavement sudden end
Ashiord o Leisure with | Quite good for pedestrians and e Sometimes oyolists are a hazard for v o e
Town Gentre daughter clists together and children
Ashiord No. Need more cycle ways (o keep cyoliet|
o e No Free public transport Nothing Gompletly imelsvant e
‘Ashford 7T could ide afely | Mora ikely, but not
Town Centre Mo Safety. Toomanycars |~ and propert keen on using road Mot realy
“Ashiord - Weight and never | Gan't because of bad o "
Town Centre learned (to ride) mobility
Ashford No Never ocourred to mel |[CYCle Paths - more info Yes No
Town Centre about them
Ashiord
|
T No Toolazy! Roads (o busy Yes Ne
Good - but not enough Cycling orly - pedestrians lstening to fpods | Yes, apart from fear
Ashford Yes, work - don of them and run out | Nothing - but could give don't hear cycles coming - their side is away|  of bumpinginto | Quite good in town - could be
Yes Yes No nie Yes
Town Centre often - between you more space from the road - they have to oross over | someone - don' ike more up by Argos
nightclub and main road, cycle lane bridge under station
Willesborough - subway
Ashford Yes Gaing out with Skip traffic past ASDA there is a Dedicated cycle routes Yes Too many thieves Yes
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Would you be Do you feel safe
Location/So Do;{rootl:zcle If so, for what Positive aspects of foutes Views on condition of What puts you off enx::;wouolﬂ 0 pe:u:ﬁl‘?:fl:‘:gel Inyour opinion, are the routes Do you prefer routes that are share with using the cycle Is there adequate secure roﬁz'ﬂ;‘x::ﬁed
urce Ashford? reason(s)? routes cycling? use f:lze, rnuteys avolded roads publicised/obvious enough? pedestrians or dedicated for cycling? paths around cycle parking in Ashford? adequately?
2 ? ! ?
with heavy traffic? Ashord?
Ashford Should make it clearer ' No - n the town centre and at | Some are - could
as to which side . ) Yes, but not litwell ! :
Station Yes Work Good - as mostly keep you off-road " A Yes No - need better signage and maps Cyclists only preferred the station there aren't enough| have bariers next
° pedestrians/cyclists enough !
Bridge hoops to river
should go
Ashford Some places aro There are a few
Station Yes  [Work & shopping| Quite a few routes Pla Nothing Don't mind No Don't mind Yes Yes bumps along by
° covered in glass 9
Bridge ASDA - poor lighting
Ashford Lot of routes and they go | Good - but could be in Yes, because they
Station Yes Work & pleasure . oriohtor ool Nothing Yes No - (especially) outside centre Shared road No, could be more secure Yes
Bridae everywhere righter colours are off-roa
The ones (routes) net on the road | Poor - ighting not Tdo aready, but better No - we need a clear map - paper and Not al the ralway stafion, but |
Cycle Forum Yes Work & leisure | are fine - shared areas (with traffic) | maintained and shrubs | Motorists/lorries facilties - secure Yes : ; Dedicated (for cyclists) as safer Not at right understand this s to be Average
internet of what routes (exist) !
are a disaster overgrawn storage improved
Toycle to work -
normally
GodmershamW More needed at station - bikes| S ovetarowth
yeto Charter | o it Some really nice ones Busy roads at night: eg |More designated eycle | Yes - as long as they | No way - 1ast map of cycle routes for the Generally yes, butl | o\ o/ 2y ailable fences. What| CM between
Cyele Forum Yes House on NCN | [ &=t Py Better signage (needed)| " ght: eg ignated cy ® long as they o ot ycle Dedicated to cycling don't use them at ! Ganterbury &
along the river Stour/Victoria Park A28 routes were still quite direct public is 2004/5 about in tawn centre for
18, Then | cycle night honporerteuniste Ashford full of
between schools PP potholes
in Ashford &
Tenterden
(Need to) clear Yes, they are safe as
Cycle Forum Yes For fun Can get around safely overgrowing plants and No Shared - they are sal
they have lighting
trees that block routes
Commuting
Hunter Road to
Watton Read
past ASDA. Lost markings/cycle side More off-read oycle No. Many have
Cycle Forum Yes Mostly excellent Quiet more defined for Rain pathalposiive shats Yes No Any type of cycle route is a bonus Yes, quite No become overgrown.
eyele paths. walkers/pedestrians v No continuity
Gycle some trips
to Faversham &
Canterbury
Generally good - better
connections to schools. . Yes, but there are
Cycle Forum Yes Work-109010 | o ood effort has beenmade | (needed). Some parts The weather I use the bike dally | TT1® i the reason why Ok Dedicated would be better. Practically this | 10 gongerous No Yes
town centre I'm cycling will not avays be possible ’
could be better it crossings.
Often glass on the road
Ok (the design is often — ) ’
Cycle Forum Yes Work Some useful links poor, with 100 many ? Prefer road-based Yes, "u""“?”' raffic | No N.Td ﬂk‘"" on south Yes
curves) calming side of the station
S0 cyclists don't have 10 ravel on Toan tell where
] . |main roads. Sa cyclists can have a ) - ‘ . | No. I appreciate the fact that | eycle paths are, but
Cyele Forum Yes Enfoyment with |}, 1o \whera they con't have to worry| FoT MY experience no For pedestians’ safety only. Solitary cycle | Yes, they arewide |y o nci yy their best, but | 1often see faded
my friends : problem routes enough Y )
about cars and pedestrians too there are still not enough. | cycle signs on the
much pavement
No. The route by
the river behind the
From personal No! I used to travel to London| civic centrestour
experience only, pretty by train and am still surprised | centre had become
good. Would like to see and disappointed that there is | overgrown across
more identification of Mostly, yes. Only | "° 12109 coversd areafor | ihe whols cycle-way
The network is arowing. H took far | /Cle/pedesrian I'm sure cycle only would be best, but cweyr‘nyf_ ety | Cyele storage. Especially as | throughout the
Work & growing segregalion along shared should be & is ok on the whole. there is less, if none atall, | summer with trees
Cycle Forum Yes to0 lang to open the motorway A places where !
recraation " routes: this is only at There are always occasions where groups : provision for taking cycles on |~ hanging down to
underpass at Gore Hill though os ° continuity is disrupted ! K ]
beginning & end and walk all across both sides of shared paths trains. This is ancther | chest height. The
by lack of cycleway.
pink tamag fades over problem preventing combined | paths need to be
time and is not use of cycles and public  |kept clear if possible|
distinguishable in wet or transport to replace a car 1o 1 m beyond cycle
dark conditions journey path to allow re-
growth & passing
when congested
[The new map in excellent. No-one 1s going
. ) ) | to be totally 100%, but what Ashford has
Cyele Forum Yes Leisure - going They are much better than Generally good Nothing na Yes (avoid roads with | 0y o far is excellentand | look | Don't mind - dog walkers can be a hazard Yes | only use racks at the station Yes
to my dentist Canterbury's heavy traffic)
forward to what was started about 10 years
ago - expanding - it will never finish
They do not link to the
schools!! Not always
thought through
) properly: lighting past in ) ) Time will show. So
Cyele Forum Yes School for kids, Easy to use middle (of cycleway), The weather Cyoling rautes all the Ves Yes Don't mind Yes Not enough near station. | ¢, e a fairly new
social and shops ) way up to the schools. Stour centre parking unsafe.
bus stop in lane, change network
of lane from left to right
sids of road: swap lanes
from pedestrian to oydle
Pleasure. (Used
Cycle Forum Yes tocyeletowork | oy cant, trafficfree routes, | ToooP Shrubs eut back Traffic ? Yes No Both Yes No No
before from the cycle track
retirement)
Cycling only - pedestians listening to ipods
Poor. Proper don't hear cycles coming - their side is away
I F ¥ Pl / Gyeling onl ¥ N
Cyele Forum o sasure va maintenance {needed) from the road - they have to cross over yeling enly = °
cycle lane
- Betier signs. Remove |Danger of waffic on some
Cycle Forum Yes Leisure Traffic-free (routes) ‘ ° ? Yes ? ? Yes - traffic free Fair
incomect Route 18 signs roads
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Would you be

Do you feel safe

- could this_be put in?

Location/So| P°YOU 9¥¢le | 14 56 for what Views on condition of | What puts you off Whatwould | persuaded o travel | .\ opinion, are the routes | Do you prefer routes that are share with | using the cycle | Is there adequate secure | Are the cvele
uree around reason(s)? Poshtive aspects of routes routes eyeling? eneourage youto | _ by blke if more ublicised/obvious enough? destrians or dedicated for eycling? aths around | cyole parking In Ashforde | 'O\°S maintained
Ashford? ? yeling? useablke?  |routes avolded roads| P ) gn? pe oyeling? P Nantords yele parking ? | adequately?
with heavy traffic? ’
The new layout of the 2
way system (shared
area), | feel it's far too Yes, especially around
Cycls Forum No dangerous. Roacs Safer place.s to leave the County Square Very c\eal( Just need to take the time to
my bike find them and explore!
unclear as to where to new road layout
go, stop, drive, cycle
walk etc
Coniion 210 No, of course not
mrovemants No - space shred and maintenance is
Oycle Forum|  Yes |Lsisurs & collegs| Very few Dedicated for cycling pedestrians and dogs No terrible and new
maintenance and
ntenanc off leads routes are allowed
missing lights
to rot
No allareas. Some
To work and Variable condition, some| with poor lighting - | Not at all - especially at Stour
Cyele Forum Yes getting around No of routes increasing . Lack of direct routes Ido Yes, but only if direct Unfortunately not Dedicated (no cars either!) ) Some overgrown
o overgrown groups of youths in | Gentre and Town Centre
underpasses etc
Cyls to work, Pathways good, but On thewhole- yes, | Nol Often leave my bike at
town centre to some of the vegetation | Lack of knowledge of ’
Cycle Forum| ~ Yes | The dedicated off-road rautes Much prefer dedicated routes but some areas | the station and wonder if it il
shop and to train overgrownand some | routes around Ashford ;
poorly-fit be there when return
station areas poorly lit
No. Shared area
More lighting. Jaining near town centre very
AZ0toLenham | o e under 20 (eo| R AShordwih | Yes. Thiswouldbe |  As acyclist yes, but mors nesded to poor. Unsafe, 38 | oo i o But | Yos, somo lghing
Cycle Forum|  Yes & retum to separate cycle paths to - particularly good for | encourage more to cycle and use them; Dedicated to oyclists most pedestrians use ! :
far) weather lacking slsewhere issues
Ashford Park Farm and back to children (children) cycle paths. Some
Willssborough lighting away from
‘town centre poor.
Not abrays -
Work and eycle iffioul geting 'O OM®) Busy roads, vehicular | Measures to counter Dedicated routes - pedestrians cause near | Poosians oause
Cycle Forum Yes with child to Many cycle routes within Ashford traffic and lack of direct | items that put me off Definitely No - the new maps are useful, however accidents, despite courteous cycling - the Do not use
athers - many busy § A shared paths, busy
school rautes across the fown oyeling eylistis "in the wrong’!
roads to cross roads to cross where
routes stop
Uneven surfaces,
Cydle Forum Yes Notoften | Some:notall are shorterroutes | o b oiope, Rough roads Betier routes Yes No Shared routes with pedestiians tend to be Not always No Nol
than roads and are traffic-free better surfaced than car-shared routes
often ignored by car
’ Thalieve they are fying o work with| To make f as safe a5 - - — Netaways - crossing
Cycle Forum|  Yes Enjoyment i hocatie Leaving my bike Better lighting Yes No Both AR No Some are
\mivsnh;z'adna\ ‘ “fowi”fi vk I prefer using it when | Notforwork allthe |y o4 be publicised more, especially
! Yes They are ok Not bad Nothing relaxing or notin a | time, as | live quite far | oY be publ » 05X Dor't mind Yes No They are ok
Station depends on h more signing in the town centre
uny away
Forecourt weather
[Apart from the stretch
’ ) along Canterbury
On-road routes travelling B
along heavily-traficked o o b
roads - eg Canterbury ghting coL Yes, but would be
better - also in winter i
Road - previously | saw an idea to publicise
Ashford Dy condiions as with o
Intemational There are a few dedicated off-road same pians for pavements and vrho to call for
N Yes Work Pretty good Ashford for an extra Don't mind Only know the station maintenance issues
Station routes AR roads, why arent the i
Forecourt cycle lans - what cycle and walking eg could publish a
happened to this number in the
tot tracks salted - !
proposal - this s too Ashford Voice
aspecially slippery on
dangerous {o remain like . Ppery o
this 'winter mormings an
have fallen off when
hit the ice
Many routes are poor -
bacly it and on comers
and ends of paths you
have to suddenly swerve|
iyt No- what about g the
Intemational Leisure and | Victoria Park route is a good route, | dangerous with children Dedicated purely for cyclists or shared, ag i 9 Not bad - not too
N Yes . N B N No Ervironment Centre? They
Station shopping ets | as follows river and is off-road | on your back seat - | cycle lane only for oyolists! f overgromn
have good cycle parking up
Forecourt would feel safer if there
) there
were dedicated oycle
lanes which cars were
banned from on the
normal carriageway
Out owards Kingsnarth o it you oo g ound corners
Ashford the routes are constantly| la ¥ go rot Yes, but get lots of
and are face-face with pedestrians on the
Intemational overgrown - one route > punctures because of|Nead more - eg cycle stores or|
! Yes  [Work and lsisure | Most routes lead to the town cenire ' Gycle path, and/or people wandering ! Yes
Station has a fence across it ; broken glass on the | lockers in tha centre of town
! between the two, often with ipods in, so they|
Forecourt and quite a few don't ’ paths
e Gan't hear you ask them to move or a cycle
joinup o
Fythe Road could do
| f*""f’d ! with a cyele route as this| There is at the station, but
n es"”? lonal Yes Work Good is a very congested Shared Yes more needed elsewhere in the Yes
k ation . route Up towards town
orecaur hospital and beyond
Follage and brambles
are aproblem - paviers
efc at the meeting of
cycle/pedestrian paths
Ashford are 1oo close to comers Don'tfesl safe on the
and make turning too Need to ensure the
Imemational [, | Youcan get to most places around| ¢ ‘ . bridge under the !
A os For everything ; tight - 1 ell off my bike Dorit mind No overgrowih is ot
Station ‘Ashford by bike - motorway when the
Forooont on a tight turn and was gt g0 out back
knocked unconcious at
one of these points -
could use better
designed and safer
cycle routes
Potental to ink
Everyday for Chartfields to the station
o workleisure by the Riverside Inn
Yes when the Very good (between B&Q and Shared use is fine Yes Yes Yes
tation her' ASDA) by the outl
o [weather's not too ) by the outlet
bad centre there's no lighting
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Would you
Do be
you persuaded Do you feel
. to travel by - safe using Is there adequate Are the
: I If for - Views on What woul o In r opinion, are th D refer r hat ar
Location | S¥¢€ S0, 10 Positive aspects of ews o What puts you at would bike if more your opinion, are the 0 you prefer routes that are the cycle secure cycle cycle routes
aroun what condition of A encourage you routes publicised/obvious share with pedestrians or M o
/Source d reason(s)? routes routes off cycling? to use a bike? routes enough? dedicated for cycling? paths parking in maintained
Ashfo : : avoided gn yeling: around Ashford? adequately?
d? roads with Ashford?
) heavy
traffic?
Ashford .
International . Off-road routes around town are Good on Ih? south sid - Don't mind - separated routes for cyclists off
N Yes Leisure the north side could be . Yes Ne Yes
Station very good bettar road are the best for children
Forecourt
There is no gritting in
the winter and if this
Ashford could be done, there . .
|nternational would be more people Shared are fine, but sometimes people are
. Yes Work A unaware that the paths are split between Yes Not sure Yes
Station cycling in winter - | have edestrians and cyclists
Forecourt fallen off my bike P o
several times because
of hitting slippery ice
| (Aahf:)lrd | Not on the shared No - perhaps it would be a
n esr'nal 1ona; Yes Leisure The surfaces are good Cyclists only oton the share good idea to look atwhat They're ok
ation use bit s - .
E they're doing in Cambridge
orecourt
Ashford
\memalnona\ Yes Work Some good routes They could fink-up better Separate - was knocked down on the Yes No The maintenance is
Station roundabout before Tesco average
Forecourt
\ml‘:?:;:’i::dnal From Kingsnorth to Routes need some
. Yes Work ? Chartfields there iz no Don't mind luse the road No .
Station link - eg Magpie Road repairs
Forecourt 9 Magp
Ashford Thelredeve\opmem of Yes - a\llhough
N . the ring road has led to sometimes
International Route from the station to
. Yes Work . B some cycle paths Shared Yes Yes avergrown - eg by
Station Kennington is good . : .
E disappearing and broken the paper mill and
orecourt
up paths Tesco
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APPENDIX J

KENT ACTIVE TRAVEL STRATEGY

A contribution to Kent's Integrated Transport Strategy
Spokes East Kent Cycle Campaign

Contents

1

1 Introduction
2 Taking Action on Active Travel
3 Local Transport Plan Draft Goals and Objectives

4 Active Travel Supporting the OfT's National Goals and the Integrated Transport
Strategy

Introduction

The Department for Transport's national overarching goals for transport are:

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

to support national economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable and efficient
transport networks;

to reduce transport's emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, with the
desired outcome of tackling climate change;

to contribute to better safety, security, and health and longer life expectancy by reducing the
risk of death, injury or iliness arising from transport and by promoting travel modes that are
beneficial to health;

to promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the desired outcome of
achieving a fairer society;

to improve quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, and to promote a healthy
natural environment.

Walking and cycling - together, separately, and in conjunction with public transport - have important
roles to play in achieving these goals, but for them to do so there need to be changes in the ways
provision is made for walking and cycling in Kent.

Spokes believe Kent County Council has a key role to play in making active travel a real transport
choice throughout Kent. We put our trust in the Council to make this council's Integrated Transport
Strategy for Kent deliver a tangible, positive change and offer the following help and suggestions for
consideration.

2

Taking Action on Active Travel

Active travel is seen by a wide range of public health bodies to be an everyday activity which could
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reverse the damage manifesting itself in our health and wellbeing. The following actions from
Sustrans' Active Travel Policy seek to provide all individuals with a real, safe, practical choice. The
Integrated Transport Strategy for Kent can significantly contribute to improving public health.

2.1 set ambitious targets for a growth in walking and cycling - and ensure they are met: publish a
coherent strategy for growth in walking and cycling, based on experience of what works;
monitor and performance-manage progress; give transport departments a clear public health
objective, and make clear the roles of other government departments and other partners

2.2 invest at a realistic level: commit 10% of transport budgets to walking and cycling immediately,
and in future ensure that transport funds are allocated proportionate to the new, ambitious
target levels

2.3 create safe, attractive walking and cycling conditions, with coherent high quality networks
linking all everyday destinations, so that walking and cycling are faster and more convenient
than motor travel, backed up by individualised travel marketing, school and workplace travel
plans, practical walking promotion programmes and high quality cycle training

2.4  make 20m ph or lower speed limits the norm for residential streets and those used by
shoppers, tourists and others, close to schools or public buildings, or important for walking and
cycling or children's play. In urban areas only the busiest strategic traffic routes should now
qualify for higher speed limits

2.5 tackle bad driving, through improved driver training and awareness campaigns, backed by
stronger and better enforced traffic laws

2.6 'health check' every transport and land use decision, focusing on the potential impact on levels
of walking and cycling and other aspects of health; invest public money to the benefit of public
health, and reject proposals whose impact on walking and cycling will not be positive.

The sustainable transport charity Sustrans has taken the Government's own methods of assessing
the economic benefits of transport schemes and applied them to a number of local walking and
cycling routes. The results show them to have a benefit to cost ratio of 20: 1. This is in stark contrast
to the typical ratio of just 3:1 for other transport schemes such as rail and roads. Sustrans' analysis
shows how money spent on creating the right environment to encourage more walking and cycling
could result in massive cost savings for the Treasury and major benefits to public health.

http://www .sustrans.org. uk/resources/research-and-monitoring/econom ic-appraisal-ofcycling-and-
walking-schemes

In order for the goals and objectives of the Kent Active Travel Strategy to be met we believe it is
imperative that at least 10% of the local transport budget is invested in walking and cycling.

3 An Integrated Transport Strategy for Kent Draft Goals and Objectives

In this section we show that there is considerable alignment between the aspirations the KGG ITS
and our Kent Active Travel Strategy.
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KCC's draft goals for consultation

KATS amended draft
goals

casualties caused by vehicular traffic is a constant
priority for central and local government. Recent
years have seen a gradual decline in road
casualties, through changes to the highway and
vehicle design, as well as through awareness

raising, education and enforcement. [Page 8,
71

3.1 (Our economy is not as prosperous as other parts  [To support the county's
of the South-East, with a Gross Domestic Product transition to a low carbon
(GOP) per head of population well below the economy and to improve
regional average, coupled with a higher access to jobs and
unemployment rate. There are wide differences in  [services for all by offering
prosperity and unemployment across Kent, with real choice
higher prosperity and employment in the west and
lower levels in the east, particularly in the coastal
towns. Being able to access jobs, services and
other businesses is vital to improving Kent's
economy and the transport sector itself employs
around 5% of Kent's workforce. Therefore building
the right skills to run and manage Kent's transport
network is of key importance. [Page 7, paragraph
1}

3.2 [Transport is responsible for around 20% of the To reduce the impact of
UK's domestic greenhouse gas emissions, with transport on the
the majority coming from road transport. The way  [environment and help
forward is to provide low-carbon transport options  tackle climate change
allied with better planning to reduce the need to
travel which will support economic grow1h and
housing grow1h and tackle climate change. [Page
7, paragraph 5}

3.3 |See Health and Road Safety section on page 8, To provide the physical
and Sustainable Transport chapter, starting on environment that enables
page 37. people to travel actively

3.4 [To improve the quality of life for residents, To improve quality of life
businesses and visitors in Kent by improving
access to services, goods and opportunities.

[Paae 5, paraaraph 1}

3.5 |Not present Improve the condition of
local roads, footways and
greenways, including
resilience to flooding

3.6 [To support regeneration and housing growth in Reduce congestion for all
Kent whilst minimising congestion through and modes
accessible reliance and efficient integrated
transport network. [Page 5, paragraph 2}

3.7 |Itis important that alongside road improvements,  [Reduce reliance on single
we manage traffic better on our existing roads to or low-occupancy private
reduce delays and make journey times more cars
reliable. {Paae 15, oerearepn 1 i

3.8 |Health and safety are interlinked, and reducing Reduce casualties and

the dangers associated
with travel, prioritising
vulnerable users
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paragraph 7)

3.9 [These differences in population across Kent need Improve accessibility for
to be taken into account when we consider all to jobs, qoods, services
improvements to the transport network, especially jand leisure, by means
relating to access to key services, vulnerability, other than the private car
personal safety and affordability that will unless disabled
exacerbate social exclusion. [Page 7, paragraph
3]

3.10 [This strategy also helps deliver the aims of What  |Ensure that all
Price Growth by identifying the necessary development meets the
transport infrastructure needed to accommodate PPS eco-towns standard
the level of housing and jobs planned for Kent, the for transport (ET 11)
measures required to manage the existing
network and offer travel choice and better access
to jobs, especially in deprived areas where car
ownership is low. [Page 8, paragraph 12]

3.11  We will implement strategic and extensive cycle Build direct, continuous,
corridors linking our green infrastructure, good flat and well surfaced
quality and safe cycle lanes to, from and through routes between and within
our towns and villages; and good wide, hospitable, ftowns
uncluttered pedestrian links within and between
towns and villages, encouraging people to cycle
and walk, as their first option. [Page 37, paragraph
2]

3.12 [There are 31 areas in Kent where air pollution, Enable the creation of
caused by road traffic, exceeds the Government's [streets for people and
objectives and these can lead to respiratory liveable neighbourhoods
disease and illness. Although primarily on the
motorway and trunk road network, the number of
locations on local roads is steadily increasing.

{PaGe 8, oereareon 81

3.13 |Making public transport easier, simpler and Develop and increase
cheaper to use through utilising new technology, effective use of high
integrating ticketing and promoting better quality, welcoming public
understanding of how to use it. [Page 3, transport and provide
oereareon 91" cood cualitv information

3.14 We also want businesses and schools to help us Develop and prioritise

in tackling congestion and pollution by looking at
ways they can help their staff to commute to work
by sustainable modes, helping to reduce the high
number of cars that travel in the peak with a lone
driver. We need attractive and direct walking and
cycling routes and cycle parking outside our main
destinations like schools, shops, stations, parks
etc. We will also give better information on the
impact and costs of everyday journeys, so that
residents can consider the other ways of making
their journey that are quicker, cheaper and
greener. Chronic life-style related health problems
create a huge cost to society, partly due to very
low levels of physical activity in the UK compare to

Europe and walking and cycling are physical

72

cycling and walking for
local journeys, recreation
and health




Z:\SP KHS\KHS Cycling\Ashford Strategy\ASHFORD CYCLING STRATEGY - V10

activities that can be easily integrated into our
busy lifestyles. [Page 37, paragraphi 4]

4

Active Travel Supporting the OfT's National Goals and the Integrated Transport
Strategy for Kent

In this section we detail the practical actions that are needed to meet the aspirations presented in
section 3.

Our recommendations for helping walking and cycling achieve the five goals in Kent are:

4.1

support national economic competitiveness and growth, by delivering reliable and efficient
transport networks;

How walking and cycling contribute:

4.1.1 Reduced motor vehicle congestion is a key to improving the reliability of journeys and
"growth without gridlock". Both modes are the most reliable for shorter journeys-they
make the best use of space and are unaffected by motor vehicle congestion.

4.1.2 Short journeys made on foot and bicycle, instead of in cars, create road space for
others to use.

4.1.3 More efficient use of transport space - people on foot or bicycle take up less room.

4.1.4 Better alertness and health of workers who commute on foot or bike. Less tendency to
road rage.

4.1.5 Journeys made during the day for business purposes are more reliable and consistent
because journey origin to final destination times are more dependable, time is not
wasted (no late arrivals; no early departures just in case of disruption)

4.1.6 Walking and cycling are resilient to disruption of travel networks through (e.g.) vehicle
collisions/crashes, transport worker strikes, road repairs, terrorism.

4.1.7 Individuals who walk or cycle are also more resilient, can find alternative routes.
4.1.8 Increased oil prices and supply fluctuations have no impact on active travel modes.

4.1.9 Cost of collisions reduced through modal shift which brings fewer collisions and less
severity.

What could be done in the KCC Integrated Transport Strategy for Kent:

4.1.10 Walking and cycling take place on every road - not just where "facilities" are provided.
Review cycling and walking networks and invest to remove barriers, increase
permeability, improve through-route signage, remove unnecessary stoppages at traffic
signals, and bring quality walking and cycling to the whole street network.

4.1.11 Review and improve phasing of traffic signals, especially at pelicans and toucans, to
avoid motor vehicles being stopped on red long after a pedestrian or cyclist frustrated
by delay has already crossed.
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4.1.12 Invest in good quality installation and maintenance of walking and cycling networks
and ensure resilience to increasingly heavy rainfall.

4.1.13 Prioritise the gritting of pavements and cycle routes in the event of snow/ice.

4.1.14 Business parks-provide safe walking (including to/from public transport) and
continuous cycling routes for 5 miles in every direction.

4.1.15 Provide safe & continuous cycling and walking routes from city / town centres for 5
miles in every direction.

4.1.16 Invest in pool bikes, couriers, rickshaws, load carrying, Bikeability training, cycle
mileage allowances, relaxation of dress codes, practical bikes (mudguards, chain
guards, lights).

4.1.17 Implement travel plans and accompanying safe infrastructure for every workplace.

4.1.18 Review the costs of providing and maintaining car parking - implement 'California Law'
to reward those who do not occupy a car parking space at or near work, as pioneered
by Pfizer.

4.2  reduce transport's emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, with the desired
outcome of tackling climate change;

Ninety five percent of the fuel used in a car journey is consumed merely to move the vehicle
not the person. Short car journeys are where car engines are working at their lowest
efficiency. Petrol consumption rates are greatly increased during starts-from-cold - urban
cycle is typically two-thirds as fuel-efficient compared with extra-urban.

How walking and cycling contribute:

4.2.1 Walking & cycling in towns produce almost no carbon emissions or other pollutants.
The climate costs of producing bicycles, and clothing for use in walking and cycling are
very low.

4.2.2 The climate costs and the whole life financial costs of walking and cycling infrastructure
are far lower than that needed to facilitate motor vehicle movements. (Sustrans
research)

4.2.3 Better access to public transport enables replacement of car journeys, and more
efficient operation of public transport.

4.2.4 Enabling children to travel independently replaces the School Run.

4.2.5 Enabling intermediate distances to be covered when combined with public transport -
very important for climate change in terms of C02.

What could be done in the KCC Integrated Transport Strategy for Kent:

4.2.6 Enable people who use cars to do so less wastefully - provide incentives not to drive
alone.
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4.3

4.2.7 Enable more independent car-free journeys by those who do not or cannot drive (e.g.
the young, the old, the poor, the unqualified).

4.2.8 Build high levels of active travel into new developments e.g. proposed growth areas
east of Maidstone, in Medway and Ashford.

4.2.9 Connect all villages within 5 miles of all main towns and cities (e.g. Dartford, Swan ley,
Gravesend, Edenbridge, Sevenoaks, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Medway towns,
Maidstone, Minster (Sheppey), Queenborough, Sittingbourne, Tenterden, Ashford,
Faversham, Canterbury, Whitstable, Herne Bay, Lydd, New Romney, Hythe,
Folkestone, Dover, Deal, Sandwich, and the Thanet towns) to that town by safe
continuous uninterrupted cycle routes (as for example in Cambridge). Please see the
enclosed map.

4.2.10 Invest to enable safe, convenient and uninterrupted walking and cycling to public
transport interchanges. Provide cycle parking at bus stops.

4.2.11 Increase the catchment areas of bus and train by investing to enable cycling trips up
to 5 miles to/from public transport.

4.2.12 Provide filtered permeability at junctions - as advocated in the OfT Manual for Streets
- to provide positive advantages for sustainable modes.

4.2.13 Encourage car free developments - both business and residential.

4.2.14 Encourage and facilitate Car Sharing Clubs.

4.2.15 Invest in Personalised Travel Planning - to both old and new settlements.
4.2.16 Reallocate road space to sustainable modes.

4.2.17 Reduce speed limits on all roads - most walking and cycling takes place along bus
routes where the greatest risk to pedestrians and cyclists exists.

4.2.18 Satellite Park and Ride schemes should include bike parking provided to enable Park
& Cycle, e.g. at the edge of county towns.

4.2.19 Ensure Park & Ride bus services operate all day and evening every day.
4.2.20 Introduce a Congestion Charge for single occupancy cars.
4.2.21 Implement Carbon Reduction plans.

4.2.22 Introduce a Workplace Parking Levy to help pay for walking, cycling and public
transport improvements.

contribute to better safety, security, and health and longer life expectancy by reducing the
risk of death, injury or iliness arising from transport and by promoting travel modes that are
beneficial to health;

How walking and cycling contribute:

4.3.1 By enabling people to make some journeys, or parts of them, actively.
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4.3.2

4.3.3

4.3.4

4.3.5

4.3.6

4.3.7

4.3.8

4.3.9

By enabling journeys to be diverted from cars, reducing the number of vehicle
journeys made - especially shorter journeys where congestion may be greatest, and
where air pollution from cold vehicle engines (both C02 and NOx), and from PM10
particulates from diesels, is greatest.

By creating safer streets through Safety in Numbers - more people walking and
cycling makes streets and places more alive and welcoming to others who decide to
venture out of doors because they feel more secure. The 'casual surveillance'
available when others are about gives assurance to people that they can go outdoors
safely.

Active travel brings benefits to all, both those who participate and those who benefit
from less noise, air pollution, and stress due to streets overcrowded with motor
vehicles.

By reducing the adverse impacts of motor traffic on health - sedentary effects of car,
van and lorry travel, and pollution. Reduction of per-trip Killed and Seriously Injured
due to fewer motor vehicle journeys.

There is an overall positive benefit of active travel, which exceeds any increase in
injury rates due to more people out and about on foot or bicycle.

Fewer motor vehicles means less severance - Motor traffic can sever communities,
regardless of the power source. This applies as much to electric & hydrogen powered
vehicles as to intemal combustion engines.

Walking and cycling increase independent mobility and personal development of
children, whereas car based travel limits the freedom of those who do not drive.
What could be done in the KCC Integrated Transport Strategy for Kent:

Make walking and cycling into activities that can be undertaken 24 hours a day, every
day of the year.

4.3.10 Implement 20mph in all urban areas, including bus routes and mixed priority streets.

4.3.11 Review all existing cycling and walking 'facilities' in the light of a changed focus to

encourage active modes.

4.3.12 Revive unimplemented schemes from the earlier KCC and district council transport

plans.

4.3.13 Continue with the cycling policy to provide separate facilities on faster roads.

4.3.14 Address cyclist priority at side road crossings - (ref Cycling England).

4.3.15 Install "countdown until walk-time" signals at pedestrian and cyclist signalled

crossings

4.3.16 In designing signalled junctions, always presume provision of Advanced Stop Lines

and HeadstarHo-Cyclists signal phase, unless these are demonstrated to be
impossible to install
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4.4

4.3.17 Waiting at bus stops - implement the recommendations from 'Making the
Connections' (OfT! Social Exclusion Unit).

4.3.18 Provide ample secure cycle parking, well overlooked, including cycle lockers where
appropriate.

4.3.19 Address antisocial driving - speed and parking are high on list of local concerns.

4.3.20 Address pavement cycling: make roads and traffic less hazardous for cyclists -
provide street conditions that remove the temptation to cycle on pavements - ensure
that those who do must pay a fine or get training.

4.3.21 Validate pedestrian-only zones with on-pavement "walk-your-bike" signage

4.3.22 Work closely with planning authorities - monitor every development, ensure that cycle
parking required by planning permissions is actually installed.

promote greater equality of opportunity for all citizens, with the desired outcome of achieving
a fairer society;

How walking and cycling contribute:

4.4.1 Walking and cycling are very inexpensive for individuals, and need to be supported by
institutional investment to ensure active travel can take place

4.4.2 Private car creates social exclusion, walking and cycling reduce it.
4.4.3 Young and old people can walk and cycle.
4.4.4 People without driving skills, or banned from driving, can walk and cycle.

4.4.5 Independence comes from walking & cycling - anyone of any age can do it, journeys
on foot are consistent and reliable.

4.4.6 Walking and cycling create neighbourliness, encourage development of the individual
and communities.

What could be done in the KCC Integrated Transport Strategy for Kent:

4.4.7 Investin walking networks which are level (as far as possible) throughout and
continuous.

4.4.8 Invest in better maintenance and installation of cycling and walking networks.

4.4.9 Improve accessibility to public transport by walking and cycling - for cycling, focus on
journeys of up to 5 miles.

4.4.10 Provide ample secure cycle parking at all local centres, social venues, services.

4.4.11 Review and enforce standards of cycle parking provision for flats, to ensure flat
dwellers can secure parked bicycles.
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4.5

4.4.12 Encourage and facilitate Pay-As-You-Go Car Sharing Clubs - to increase access to
cars without the need to own one, heighten awareness of direct per-trip costs at the
margin of making a vehicle journey (for comparison with per-trip costs of public
transport) , and encourage car rental for longer journeys.

4.4.13 Ensure the requirements of the DDA are foremost in the design and layout of travel
facilities for all modes, eg path widths that allow two tricycles to pass.

4.4.14 Ensure that parking provision for motor vehicles, motor cycles, bicycles and the
disabled (on and off street) is planned together.

4.4.15 Increase awareness of battery-assisted bicycles for disabled people.

improve quality of life for transport users and non-transport users, and to promote a healthy
natural environment.

How walking and cycling contribute:

4.5.1 Reduced stress through activity, reduced stress, noise and air pollution through less
congested streets and communities.

4.5.2 Healthy travel contributes to quality of life.

4.5.3 Travelling "outside the box" improves casual social interaction and sense of community
through better direct eye and ear and face-to-face contact

4.5.4 Fewer cars, lower speeds means less road kill of wildlife, and reduced severance of
wildlife corridors.

What could be done in the KCC Integrated Transport Strategy for Kent:

4.5.5 Acknowledge the roles of streets as social places - not merely conduits for the passage
of vehicles and storage places for private vehicles. Implement street layout and
management processes that acknowledge and reflect this.

4.5.6 Provide separated cycle routes beside roads with higher speed limits.

4.5.7 Reduce speed limits to reduce traffic noise, danger and perception of danger.

4.5.8 Apply the recommendations of the Manual for Streets and English Heritage street
design manuals to existing streets as well as to new developments.

4.5.9 Support and introduce Car Free Sundays in prominent places - good for social
interaction and to help nervous cyclists to gain confidence.

4.5.10 Design cycle and walking routes as a continuous high quality experience, with good
maps and signage.

4.5.11 Create better quality bus travel and public transport interchanges - with good walk and
cycle routes to/from interchange points, and ample secure cycle parking.

4.5.12 Introduce Streets for Play - DIY Streets, home zones, streets closed 2-5 pm weekdays
and all weekend.
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APPENDIX K

PILGRIM’S WAY CYCLE TRAIL

A long distance Cycle Tourism trail is being developed along the Pilgrim’s Way between Rochester
and Canterbury. Demand for such long distance recreational cycle routes is increasing and the route
hopes to provide some much needed economic benefit to the rural communities along the way. The
route, to be known as ‘The Pilgrims Way Cycle Trail’ will also form part of the National Cycle
Network, (part of route 17) with connections to Maidstone and Ashford, and which may also be used
as commuter routes. Offering fantastic scenery and mainly quiet lane or off-road cycling, the route
will be a great asset for family leisure.
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